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70 THE READER, 


Parious unforeſeen Occurrences have, on the Part of the 
Printer, delayed the Publication of this pamphlet. As 
it was not in his Power to prevent them, he truſts to 
te Candour of the Friends of Meſſrs. Palmer and Skir- _ 

ving, to excuſe what may your 4 the Appearance | 


of Inattention. 


| ae, fg 
Cmmmaner, Jan. I, 1797+ * Fd. ; 25 


>, * 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


. 


F ; 


AT! the LS requeſt of Mr. Palmer, | 
the following narratiye is laid before the 
Public, to- vindicate | his own and Mr. 
Skirving's s character, from the charge of 
conſpir cy and mutiny, on board the 
* Tranſyort, 8 - | 


| Though, theſe gentlemen. are, for the 
preſent, exiled like FELONS to a very. dit. 
tant country, they are ſtill. our fellow 
ſubjects; and if they ſhall ſarvive the 
conſequences of their cruel and unpre- 
cedented ſentence, they may again reviſit 
their, native. land. But this proſpect 


. would 


5 „ 


would afford no conſolation to their 


minds, unleſs they could return with 


the ſame unſullied reputation for which 
they have always been hitherto reſpected, 


To them, therefore, to their families, 


and to their perſonal friends, as well as 
to thoſe unnumbered thouſands who ſym- 
pathize with them, and to the public at 
large, it is of the higheſt importance that 
every unjuſt charge againſt them ſhould 
be repelled, and that every groundleſs 
accuſation ſhould be inveſtigated and an- 
Nihilated, Hence the anxiety which 
Skirving and Palmer manifeſted in at- 
tempting to bring the matter to iſſue 
before the governor of New South 
Wales ;—failing in that, the ſame con- 
cern for their reputation induced them 
to hope that their friends might obtain 
for them a hearing! in Weſtminſter Hall*; 
A 


* A copy of the narrative and the depoſitions were tranſ- 
mitted to a Barriſter in England, upon a ſuppoſition that they 
would be ſufficient detuments for inſtituting a _ . 

in the Engliſh Courts of _ | 


<< * ©, <- © © 
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| nnn in this als 4 their laſt and 7 


only reſource is, by means of the preſs, 
to ſtate a ſimple relation of facts, by 
which every perſon will be enabled to 
decide what degree of credit is due to 
the charges exhibited againſt them, and 
whether they or their accuſers Ye the 


real criminals. . 


The me tel public will, therefore, 
conſider the publication of Mr. Palmer's 
narrative, as a proper, and neceſſary 


method of reſcuing himſelf and fellow- 


ſufferer, from the infamy which muſt 


attach itſelf to men charged with con- 
ſpiring to commit the horrid crime of 
murder; and will not miſtakenly impute 


to Mr. Palmer, any wiſh of aggravating. 


his ſufferings to excite unneceſſary emo- 


tions of piry in mls ene 12 Great Bri- 
| tain“. © 


b 2 It 


„The Ken W publiſhed in — 1795, will 


- afford ample a that no en is more grateful for the 


ad n. | 


(wt 


| It is not the buſineſs of him who tranf- | 
mits theſe papers to the preſs, to make 
We e 


8 


gy, advantages which- he jery than Mr. Palmer it is not in his ; 


nature to complain without full and ſufficient reaſon: 


LETTER FROM Ms. FYSHE PALMER To Ma. 
JEREMIAH JOYCE. 


| | Sydney, New South Wales Dee. 15, 1794. 8 
My Dran SiR, 


I WRoTz you an imperſet account of myſelf by u the “ „Re. | 
3 ſolution, Capt. Lager” about a month 292292ũ1ꝛñ＋ͤ—ů ä— 


wy 


8 veils now to es you that 16 cannot a but you 


muſt not expect a long letter. Mr. Muir, at whoſe houſe I 


write, (our three houſes are contiguous), and honeſt Mr, 


Skirving, are both well, and, I think, as . and chearſul 


as myſelf, 


The reports you have had of this country are * falſe; 
The ſoil is capital, the climate delicious. I will take upon 


me to ſay, that it will ſoon be the region of plenty, and 
Wants only virtue and liberty to be another America, Nature 


. poſlibly has done more for this than the laſt, I never ſaw 

a place where a man could ſo ſoon make a fortune, and that 
by the faireſt means Agriculture. The officers have already | 
done it, and this (I can ſcarcely expe to be believed) in 18 


*The account alluded to was a copy of the following nar- 


rative, which did not come to hand *till the end of ApriFin 
rde preſent year; the editor is therefore accountable for only' 


3 few U ceks delay. | 


meciths; 


(ay 


any. add on the facts cobtaited i | 
this harrarion; they muſt "fpeak for 
F _ theitifelyes ; 


nonths b vet it wn pbſolinely FR 5 an then (ohe period. mY 
— g vernment) ; all private induſtry was repreſſed; . 
every one was obliged to labour for what he hated. Gover- 
nor Groſe totally reverſed the whole ſyſtem :—he gave land 
not only to officers and freemen, but to convigts; he gave all 
convicts half. of every five days, and the whole of Saturday, 
By a little longer continuance of good ſenſe, tranſportation _ 
here will became a bleſſing. I heartily wiſh- that all the 
paupers of Great Britain could make intereſt to be ſeut here. 
To a. Philoſophic mind it is a land of wonder and delight; 
to him it is a new creation: the beaſts, the fiſh, the birds, 
the reptiles, the plants, the trees, the flowers, are all new 
ſo beautifhl and groteſque, that no naturaliſt would believe 
the noſt faithful drawing, and it requires uncommon Kill tg 5 
daſs them, This comes by a moſt valued friend. It is to 
him that lam indebted; poſſibly niore than my innocence, ſot 
my preſent "comforts, and that my ſituation is not moſt 
wretched, He had the courage to ayow himſelf the frieud of 
a man covered with infamy, He produced a character atteſted _ 
by ſome of the moſt reſpectable of our countrymen, as an ar- 
m of the ſalſeneſs of the charge againſt me. His kind- 
nefs, his . feeling, his inceſſant plans and ſtudy to ferve me 
mand my acknowledgwents, and will ſecure your approba- 
tion #nd-applaufe; He has given me a honſe and font acres 
of land. 1 annot tead this from an inflammation of my eyes; 
I do not believe that you can. God bleſs you, my dear " 
While I have ie I truſt you will have the love and yes 
Your ſincere Friend, | | 


T. F. PALMER. 


1 )--: 


themſelves. He feels it, however, in- 
cumbent on him to ſay, that the whole 
is abundantly ſupported by depoſitions 
regularly taken before a magiſtrate, It 


was the wiſh of Mr. Palmer that all the 
depoſitions (upwards of ſixty) ſhould be 
- publiſhed in an appendix; but to the 
editor it appears that a very ſmall part 
of them will be found ſufficient to ſatisfy 
the moſt ſcrupulous enquirer: he has 
accordingly inſerted only ſix, at the 
ſame time averring that nothing but 


the fear of unneceſſarily encreaſing the 


ſize of the pamphlet has led him to ſup- 
preſs many of the others, particularly 
thoſe of Mr. and Mrs. Boſton, (free 
ſettlers) both of which enter very mi- 
nutely into the buſineſs and confirm every 
fact recorded by Mr. Palmer, „ 


be ee of theſe teſtimonies; the 

editor is in poſſeſſion of Mr. Skirving's 
journal in his own hand writing, from 
May zoth to the end of the voyage, 
_ which 


Cs) 


o 55 


"wh eſtabliſhes every. pe material 


advanced by his fellow-ſufferer, an ex- 


tract of which will ſhew what Skirving 


felt for the fate of others, and his man- 


ner r of Tg * elan 


5 40 Tune 5, I 794. 1 it would from 


« that we are confidered as newly arrived | 
„from the Coaſt of Guinea, for never 
„were my ears ſo: ſhocked as theſe 


days paſt with floggings after flog- 


gings. Two unfortunate: girls, vis. 
„Me. Pherſon's and: Gilthorpe's, have 
been barbarouſly flogged with a de- 
« ſign, as it ſeemed to me, to force the 
« former to tell lies againſt Me. Pher- 
„ fon, and to make the other confirm 
„ Gilthorpe's falſehoods. Neither the 
0 moſt flattering promiſes nor terrifying 
« threats prevailed with theſe two girls, 


« and during their horrid laſhings they 
declared, with every evidence of ſin- 
* cerity, their entire * of any 1 


4 plot, 
- 06 The 85 


A»), 


« The caſe 1 Me. pherſon's girl, 
% Bet Carter, deferved the deepeſt re- 
66 gret; the had ſuffered ſo mueh be- 
fore on Me. Pherſon's account, and 
44 befides: grief for him ſhe Was put in 
« jrons, When they went to lay hold 
„on her ſhe fainted away and fell upon 
it thei/deck; but no ſooner did mme reco- 


„ ver than her mouth was open to de- 


% elare her ignorance of any plot what- 
% ever; and perſiſting in ir; ſhe was 
% hoiĩſted up and flogged. The girl, 
„ finding that ſhe had nothing but bar- 
+ barity to expect, diſdained to gratify 
their cruelty with. a fi ngle- x mes or 
"6. N look. TIRED 


; 6 75 Poe 


The editor thinks „ himſelf" rl obliged tt to 


fubjoin i in a note below a letter“ which 
| | ien Kii 0. 


. . | | 

| TT is with peculiar Catisfa@ion that, rent par 3 
ve, whoſe names are her eunto ſibſ(cribed, communicate to the 
1 public the reaſons of « our total Wen from Mr. Margarat, : 
| | Ot | 


red. on * — „ "TY rr am aw — 


11 aa ati”. at 


- 


(=) 


= has: aldoady VIEWS publiſhed in the news- 
| de e by Muir, Palmer, and 


0-1 e 


of the conduct of P. Did. the maſter of the Surpriſe | 


| Tranſport; we have no language ſufficiently ſtrong to expreſs 
_ ourdiſapprobation, With this man Mr. Margarot had form- 


ed the moſt friendly intercourſe, Againſt the two laſt ſub- 
ſcribers, an acculation as Unexpected, as it was horrible in its 


nature, was preferred, viz, of leading a conſpiracy to mur- 


der the maſter and the crew, in order that they might carry 
the ſhip into ſome foreign harbour, for which they were con- 


£ fined in ſuch a manner, as not merely to threaten the ruin of 


their conſtitution, but to juſtify in their minds the anime | 


| alarm of aſſaſſination, 


It is not however their intention, in this place, to give a 
detailed account of their perſonal ſufferings. But that ſacred 


| regard to juſtice which they owe to their country that in- 
violable honor attached to their common ſituation, call on 


them to declare that Mr. Margarot was an acceſſary to the 


V rongs they have fuffered, was even an inſtigator of their 
_ accuſation, and acted in complete colluſion with the moſter of 


| the Tranſport, 


Let not Mr. Margarot Re complain of caprice in the 
ſubſcribers. Let him not preſume to expect to pollute the holy 


and immortal cauſe of Liberty, by the aſſociation of his name 
with thoſe of its pureſt defenders, He knows well, and it is 
meet that the world at large ſhould know, that upon the juſt- 
eſt grounds he ſtands a man rejeted and expelled ys our 


ſuciety. 
We deeply regret that our firſt lotion, of a public nature, 


 fhonld be on a topic ſo painful, but ſenſibility mult yield 10 


principle. mm, weak individual man, may ſuffer, and may 


w A 


xi ) 
Skirving, en Margarot 4 Wos 5 


chery, and ſetting forth the reaſons for 
which they rohen bim from their fo. 


clot. 
JEREMIAH JOYCE. 
' Caxyenino, 5 
Aus. 20, 1796. 
fall, but principles are eternal, and events the moſt diſaſt- | 


rous, have a tendency only to accelerate their march, and to 
operate upon their purification, oy OR 


We are Sir, 
Tour Humble Servants 
| THOMAS MUIR, 


THOMAS FYSHE e I 


| Sydney-Cove, November 9, 1794. 
To Mr. Feremiah Joyce. 


Ma. PALMER'S 


6. 
1 


| MR. PALMER'S NARRATIVE. 


N the 11th of February, 1794, I was taken from 
the Stanilaus Hulk, and put on board the Sur- 


prize Tranſport, Patrick Campbell maſter, There ac- 
companied me a Highland attorney, of the name of 
John Grant, a convict for forgery, and ſeveral other 
Scotch Convicts. 1 found Meſſrs. Muir, Skirving, and 
Margarot already on board, having arrived the pre- | 
ceding day, and all of them ſent from Newgate in 
handcuffs. Government at firſt intended to ſend us out 
in the Canada, Capt. Moorhead, a ſhip belonging to 


Mr, St, Barbe, In this ſhip Mr. Muir and myſelf had 


cabins appointed us, and it ſeems to have been the 
| original intention of Miniſtry to have ſent us out in the 


characters of Gentlemen. For reaſons beſt known to 


| 5 thomibives, this ſcheme was laid aſide. 


Before I enter upon my narrative, it is antes to 


5 ſay a few words reſpecting John Grant. His father, a 
Highland farmer, ſont him from the plough to be an 
attorney at London; By the intereſt of Mr. Dundas, 
as he relates, he was appointed ſheriff depute of Inver- 
nesſhire, It was in this ſituation that he committed a 

| forgery of about the value of zol. The penalty of 


52 ; N which 


* E 


which crime is death in Seotland- as well as in Eng- 


land, but through ſome legal thicanery, and the mercy 


of the Scotch judges, he was ſaved from the gallows. 


A friend at Edinburgh, whoſe information and vera- 


city may be depended upon, aſſured us, that though 


Grant was ſupported by Mr. Muir in Edinburgh goal, 
yet he ſent conſtant information to the magiſtrates of 
every thing that Mr. Muir ſaid or did. He often uſed to 


boaſt of his correſpondence with Mr. King, the under 
ſecretary of ſtate, who had made him great promiſes, 
and to whom, it has been ſaid, he conſtantly ſent in- 


telligence of every ug which occurred on board the 


hulk*, | 
It is deſerving of obſervation, tk the very ſame 
plan, which, it will be ſeen, Grant {ſo ſucceſsfully 


carried into execution on board the Surpriſe, was 


attempted in Capt. Ogilvie's cutter which conveyed 
Muir and me from Scotland to the Thames. In this, 


there was alſo a pretended mutiny, the convicts were 
charged with a deſign to kill the captain, and run 
away with the ſhip; one night, indeed, it was fo firmly 


believed, that had Mr. Muir or myſelf obeyed the call 
of nature and aſcended the deck during the courſe of 
it, the crew had orders to chop us down. With ſuch a 
character as Captain Ogilvie, a man, of true courage, 


and whoſe heart overflows with the milk of human 


kindneſs, foul calumny, and excitement to barbarous 
meaſures, find but a cold or ſhort reception. Not only 


the captain, but Middleton the thieftaker, acknowledged 


that there never was the ſmalleſt foundation for the 
charge of any conſpiracy, or mutiny on board the cut- 


. 


lt is but juſtice due to Mr. King, to ſay that his conduct ta- | 


wards the editor, when arreſted under a charge of High Treaſon, 
Vas ſuchas by x no means to warrant Grant's inlinuatlons. El. 


. A 2 i eigen .. ͤ . . . ̃ . ]— Eee ei. 
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er, It is, however, remarkable that a few days after 
we reached the Thames, Sheriff Pringle of Edinburgh 


received a letter, charging the convicts with a conſpi- 
racy. This information, our friends at Edinburgh had 


good reaſons for believing was ſent by Grant, His 


deſign is evident, if he could have given himſelf the 
conſequence of diſcovering a mutiny of which we were 
at the head, he would have eſfectually ſerved the pur - 


| poſe of our enemies;—our characters would have been 


5 ruined the public would readily have left us to our 


flute and ſuch a ſervice might probelny have ſecured 


- to Grant his free pardon. 


Mr. Muir, Mr. Skirving, and myſelf had no doubts | 
in our minds of Grant being a ſpy upon our condutt;— 


in the Surpriſe, as well as in the cutter, he was put 


into the ſame room, and he flept in the ſame bed with 


me, yet as he was deſtitute, and received nothing but 
promiſes, we ſuffered him to meſs at our coſt. He had, 
however, nearly defeated our kindneſs by his own 
folly, for on the third night after he was on board, he 


was charged by three witneſſes of ſtealing from Mr. 


Muir two guineas and five ſhillings, and of breaking 


open one of my boxes, We —— a trial among 


ourſelves, The carpenter declar at Grant called 
| himſelf our ſteward, that he pretended authority from 
us, and that in his preſence, he took a chiſſel and broke 
open my box. The ſhip's ſteward, and his wife, affirm- 
ed, that they ſaw him take Mr. Muir's purſe out of his 
| bevochen pocket, and take from it two guineas and five 


- ſhillings, and put them into his own. Theſe fades ſoon _ 
came to Campbell's ears, but little or no notice was 


taken of them. 
When we were at firſt I on i board the Tranſport, 
we lived in the ſame room with the ſoldiers, but orders 


| came that we ſhould be routes 1 in all reſpects as common * 


* 
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6 It was in FS night, when Sita Reddit, | 
arrived with ſome ſoldiers from Chatham, that they 
| were going to remove us among the felons; we ſtrongly 
remonſtrated againſt this change, and at length, Red- 
diſh offering to become ſecurity for our ſafe cuſtody, 

Campbell ſuffered us to remain where we were, * 7 

There were eighteen ,ſfoldiers, who conſiſted, with 

the exception of one or volunteers, of Adem, | 


upon whom army diſcipline could work no reformation, | 

Six of them were ironed, hands and feet; among theſe ! 

was Joſeph Draper, once condemned to be ſhot, for an | : 

attempt to raiſe an inſurrection at Qvuesec, and to f 

aſſaſſinate Prince Edward. Thele {ix were not origi- 9 

nally in the ſame room with us, but ſhortly after our 

remonſtrance with the captain, we were greatly aſto- \ 

niſhed to find ſome of theſe military criminals taken 4 

from the felon's place and put down among us. Of 1 

_ theſg-was Draper, who afterwards became my accuſer. h 

„The part taken by Sergeant Reddifh in the ſubſequent part of h 

this narrative makes it neceſſary to introduce him more particu- | 

| Jarly to the reader. His manners, addreſs, and education were far by 

\ above his ſituation, and rendered the character he aſſumed not hi 

| very improbable, viz, that he was the brother of Mr. Canning, 3 fo 
| gemleman who has been for ſome few years a member of the | 

Houſe of Commons : to this gentleman he ſometimes wrote, and a to 

friend of Mr, Palmer's was the bearer of one of his letters. The aſ 

reaſon he aſſigned for entering into the New South Wales Corps, ab 

was, that he was apprehenſive of being ſent to the Continent, and ſit 

| as he was averſe to the war, he exchanged for that corps, inſtead T. 

: of the one in which he had previouſly ſerved. He pretended great Ms 
re ſpect for Muir, Palmer, c. and extreme concern for their un- Ig 

| merited ſufferings, made warm profeſſions of his wiſh to ſerve for 

| | them, and obtained from them in return, ſubſtantial marks of | ſhi 

| gratitude, he was admitied to their 1able, and lived in a great to 

meaſure at their coſt, A ſhort time previous to the ſailing of the kn 


Surpriſe, they conceived a ſuſpicion, from a variety of eircum- 
Kauces, that Redd:\h was no other t an a ſpy upon them, Ed. 


—— — — 
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: At firſt they were ironed, but ſoon after, weir ws | 


were taken off; and Draper, who was a taylor, worked 


at his trade in our room; it followed of courſe that we 
employed him; I always paid him in ready money, till 
about the time of. our leaving Portſmouth harbour, 
when he wiſhed that the few Gillings I owed him might 

remain in my hands, | | 
During our ſtay at Portſmouth I contracted a, danger- . 


ous illneſs, ariſing from the unwholeſomeneſs of my 


priſon, and the ſeverity of my conſinement. The place 
was couſtantly wet and cold in the day time; and in 
the night, it was hot almoſt to ſuftocation, by twenty- 
four perſons being ſhut in a ſmall place under cloſe. 
wooden hatchways unperforated with a {ſingle hole. 
My life was deſpaired of by the mediezl men on board. 
When I was beginning to recover I received a viſit from 
my nephew, who fat with me amidſt all theſe people. 
Draper being near I pointed him out as the perſon who 
had lately attempted to aſſaſlinate Prince Edward. I 
will not aver that he did not give him a ſhilling when : 


he went away, but I think it very unlikely. 


| Draper aſked us to furniſh him with a little hs 
buy articles at Portſmouth, to enable him to carry on 


his buſineſs at Botany Bay. The application was to all 


four of us, and he had been particularly recommended 


to our notice by Reddiſh, I poſitively refuſed him any 


aſſiſtance. 1 had diſcovered ſo many ſhabby thefts 


about him, his character was ſo bad, and his preſent 


The young friend (Ellis) who voluntarily accompanied 
me into exile, had not the ſame ſentiz | 
fortunately for me, he advanced Draper about eighteen 
ſhillings of my money, that is, he bought goods for him 
to that amount at Portſmouth, not only without my 
renne, and cenſem, but nn to my repeatedly 


ſituation ſo ſuſpicious, that I held him in ee | 


e oxproteg 


Moſt un- 


: | L 1 1 


expreſled inclination. He, however, took two witnef- 
ſes to the loan of the money and to Draper's promiſe of 


repayment. Poor Mr. Skirving, from the benevolence 


of his temper, and his readineſs at all times to do good, 


advanced him between thirty and forty ſhillings, which 


Draper engaged to work out. Little did he ſuppoſe 1 
that this would be conſtrued into a bribe for the pur poſe x 


of murdering Campbell and the principal officers. 


About this time Grant whiſpered to Mr. Ellis that | 


chere was a deſign among the ſoldiers to mutiny, and to 


carry the ſhip into ſome part of France, Ellis well 
knew the man, and, ſuſpefing his treacherous deſigns, 
inſtantly ordered him to hold his tongue, Inſinuations BY: 
to the ſame effect he was continually throwing our 
among the convicts, bidding them not to fear, but that 
ſomething might happen that would proy ent the thip ] 


from getting to Eotany Bay. 


The whole time we were in Portſmouth harbour, and.._ 
lived at our own coſt, Reddiſh was our conſlant gueſt, 
and Grant in a great meaſure. Even after we had paid 


Campbell Forty Pounds each for our paſſage, and 
our table and liquor were provided by him, Reddiſh, 


| he well knew, e and Grant for the moſt it part, 


meſſed with us. 


My friend Mr. Ellis, who, A the leave of f miniſtry, | 


went out as a free ſettler, finding, when he came on 
board, that all the free ſettlers had a cabin paſſage paid 


for by government, made application for the fame, to 
the under Secretary of State, but to no purpoſe. I fſtaid _ 
to the laſt before | paid Campbell for Mr, Ellis's paſlage, 


in hopes that miniſtry would. in the mean time Campbell 


frequently applied to James Ellis for the money, Ellis 
_ plainly told him that he could not truſt him, that he had | 
already received 4ol. from each of us, not only for the 
| fare of cabin paſſengers, but for a ſeparate cabin tor each, 


and a more wholelome meſs room, yet week after week 


* lapſes | 
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3 SI 
elapſed without the leaſt diſpoſition « on his part to fulfil 
the agreement, nevertheleſs, if he would appoint him a 
cabin, he ſhould be paid immediately, Campbell told 
him it ſhould be worſe for me, that I ſhould not touch 
my ſea ſtores during all the voyage, and he but too well 
executed his threatening, I thought it beſt not to irritate 
a man like Campbell, and therefore took the firſt oppor- 
tunity of paying him, for which he Save me che follow: 
ing nes | | SY | 


= Received of ' Thos. Fyſhe P Palmer the ſum of 361, 138. 
„for a cabin paſſage for James Ellis, Surprize Tranſ- | 
-00 port, April 6, 1795 = 

| © | | « Patrick Campbell,” 


= lbs as 1 1 ſuſpeRted, Campbell abſolutely refuſed Ellis 
a cabin, and made him put up with a cot in the moſt. 
. Hagitious brothel in the univerſe. Though he would 
not give Ellis a cabin, yet, in a day or two after ſigning 
the receipt, he gave one to a convict woman kept 
by Sergeant Baker, I conſidered this as little leſs than a 
robbery, I remonſtrated with him upon it, without 
producing any other effect than provoking his anger and 
| hatred, I uſed reſpectful language, but his pride could 


bear no oppoſition, He was, at that time, on terms © 


with my friend Mr. Boſton, to whom he faid, „ By 
„6 Ellis ſhall not have a cabin the whole voyage, 
„l will not be bullied out of any thing.“ He further 
added, Mr, Palmer may find a ferent treatment 
before the voyage is out,” 5 
There were now two meſſes for cabin paſſengers, that 
for us, and another for the great cabin, Campbell 
wiſhed to uniceithem, as it would fave him conſiderable * 
expence. Accordingly he invited me, and Skirving, 
ang | Margaeer 6 to dine there, Mr. Muir always dined | 
= 5 lone 


LI 


alone. I readily agreed to it, and continued ons: ſor 
eight or ten days; at the end of this time, without 
deigning to make any apology, he ordered me from the 
table at dinner time, and bade me go down to the ſteer. 
age and meſs with Skirving and Mr. and Mrs, Marga- 
rot. I felt the ignominy of this treatment, and retired 


to my own cabin; my diſlike to the ſteerage, led me 


immediately to form a meſs with my friends Mr, and 
Mrs, Boſton and Mr. Ellis, in Mr, Boſton's cabin, The 


next day Campbell told Mr. Boſton, that he would ſoon 


be tired of Mr. Palmer's company, and that he would © 


not have him above three weeks for a meſ3-mate, His 


prediction was fulfilled, for within that time he made 
me a cloſe priſoner, under the charge of conſpiring * | 


commit murder. 


On Friday the 31ſt of May 1794, Capt. Campbell pre- | 
tended to have diſcovered a dangerous and bloody plot 
among the ſoldiers, to excite a mutiny, and to murder 
Himſelf with the principal officers, and afterwards to 
carry the ſhip to France or America, He ordered the 
mate to call all hands on deck, and commanded ſix of 
the ſoldiers, viz. Draper, Evans, Neale, Barton, Grit- 5 
fiths, and M'Lean, to be put in double irons. They 
demanded the reaſon; he replied, that they ſhould 


5 know in good time. One of them repeated the queſtion; 


Campbell told him, that if any one of them dared to 
ſpeak another word, he would blow out his brains“. 
He then informed the people that he had diſcovereda 
dangerous conſpiracy to murder him and the principal _ 


officers, and to carry the ſhip to France or America, 


He ſaid, he had but juſt diſcovered it in time to ſave the | 
ſhip, as it was to have been put into execution in a day 
or two. He added, that he u diſcovered the plot by 


means 
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means 11 ſome Highland convicts who overheard the 
ſoldiers talking of it in the Erſe language. 
Mr. Margarot had almoſt from the_heginning been 
paying his court to Campbell; and from the time of 
this pretended diſcovery, unbluſhingly appeared as his 
_ counſellor, friend, and confidant, Whenever he ſpoke 
it was in confidential whiſpers; at all times, and in all 
hours, they were in deep conſultation together, Mar- 
garot was entruſted, ſome days previouſly, with the 
important ſecret of the mutiny, and even furniſhed 
with arms to afliſt in quelling it: and was obſerved juſt 
before its publication, to ſay to Campbell with a ſignifi- 
cant wink,“ keep a wenns eye on the oe gentleman;”? 
meaning me. 

Campbell had been for ſome time on bad terms with 
M'Pherſon his chief mate, and on the iſt of June found 
an opportunity of making an open rupture with him. 
The mate feeling himſelf inſulted by Serjeant Baker,“ 
went in a dreadful paſſion to make complaint to the 

| | "EA 2 1} . captain 


* The following anecdote . from Me. Skirving's 8 | 
will illuſtrate the character of Mr. Serjeant Baker: 

„ While the Surpriſe was at Rio de Janeiro, a captain in the 
e queen of Portugal's ſervice, his lady, and family, came to pay 

« a viſit in the ſhip. Baker, who was ſuperintendant of the 
* convicts, contrived to have himſelf introduced to this family as 
«© ſome perſon of note. He dined with them in the round- houſe. 


Ml When they were on deck, one of the convict girls was ſpeaking 


ce rather loud at the top of the hatchway, Baker in great polite» 
«-neſs to the re ſpectful company he had with him, lifted up his 
cc Jong leg, and kicked the young woman down to the bottom of 


404 the ladder with a blow on the head. The captain's lady ſaw it, 


4 40 and being unable to expreſs her ſee lings in the Engliſh language, 
. ſhook her fiſt in Baker's face, and then endeavouring to imitate | 
% him by lifting up her foot, ſhewed to the people on deck what a 
© ridiculous uſe he had made of his ſhank,” Ed. | 


| c 22 3 | 
conn in the round-houſe v. High words hs 1 8 


tween them, Campbell turned him out of the round- 


houſe, and followed him to the quarter deck, when he 
informed us all, that M' Pherſon had had the audacity to 
tell him that he came to ſpeak to him as a gentleman, 
which, equivocal expreſſion, he conſtrued into a chal- 
lenge. He inſtantly diveſted him of all authority, or- 
dered a file of ſoldiers to take him into cuſtady, and 
carry him down a priſoner into his cabin, 8 
Margarot and his wife, till this moment, had mold. 
M' Pherſon the moſt ſervile homage. But when Camp- 
bell quarrelled with him, all their reſpe& vaniſhed; and 
Mrs. Margarot had the cruelty to ſay, that ſhe did not 
doubt but that M*Pherſon was at the head of the mutiny 


plot. This diabolical fiction was ceuntenanced by the 


captain to the utmoſt. Myſelf and others were ex- 
tremely concerned fo M'Pherſon, we ſaw his ruin 
inevitable, unleſs ſomething was quickly done in his 
behalf. At the deſire of Doctor Thompſon, Mr. Bolton, 
and ſome other perſons, I drew up the following peti- 
tion in his favor F ; q 


The petition of the ſailors, niere, and paſſengers, 
on board the Surpriſe Tranſport, to Patrick 
Campbell maſter thereof, ſheweth, | | 
That your petitioners are exceedingly concerned at 
e the unhappy difference that has taken place between 
« the firſt mate and yourſelf, They do not mean to in- 
« terfere with your authority in the government of the 
« ſhip, or to call in queſtion that ſubordination due from 
« inferior officers to yourſelf, They are ſenſible of the 
« great impropriety of Mr. M Pherſon' s conduct, but 
| 1 


© The ! in a ſhip, is the oppermoſt room or cabin on 
the ſtern, where the maſter lies. Ed, | 


— 4-4 * 
- 0 FRE hope that Captain Campbell i is not forgetful of | 

5 « the frailties of human nature, ariſing. from liquor, or 
4 paſſion; nor inſenſible to the total ruin of a worthy 


woman and innocent family, by a rigorous proſecution 


of the huſband and father. They hope Capt. Camp- 
bell will not forget his regard ſo often expreſſed to his 
excellent wife, They hope Capt. Campbell will 
« recolle& the character he wiſhes to bear on ſhore, and 
that an inſlance of generous forgiveneſs, or of a 


4 temporary ſuſpenſion, will not leſſen him in the- 


d eſteem of his numerous friends. 
They hope they may be permitted to add, that they 
| & have no ſecurity for Capt. Campbell's healch, and 
( ſhould it be deranged from any of the many calomitios | 
which we are liable to, there is none on board whois 
* acquainted with the paſſage, or who poſſeſſes the nau- 
0 tical {Kill of Mr. M'Pherſon.““ | 


This petition was cordially ness by the mates and 
officers of the ſhip, but it had no effect on Campbell, 

Who hailed an Indiaman by a trumpet, and aſſerted, 
that a dangerous mutiny had broken out in his ſhip, in 
| which the principal officers were concerned. There 
Was not a perſon on board who was not ſhocked at this 
groundleſs aſſertion, Even Campbell himſelf had never 
accuſed the other mates, Mr. Burnett and Mr. Mackie, 
or any of the other officers, | 0 | 


The Indiaman promiſed to keep by him all night, 5 
and on the next morning, we came up with the Com- 


modore, Captain Rainier of the Suffolk, and by a 
trumpet Campbell repeated the ſame ſtory, He ſoon 
afterwards went on board alone. In the courſe of the 
day, M'Pherſon was ſent on board the commodore's 
ſhip, and Campbell aſſured us om his return, that he was 
condemned to be ironed hands and feet, to be faſtened 


3 
to an iron bar on the poop, to be expoſed werd * FRY 
night, in all weathers, and to be fed with * only bread 
and water. | | 
M' Pherſon was not the only victim deſtined to ſuffer 
on this occaſion. Campbell told his own ſtory con- 
concerning this pretended conſpiracy, and when he 
had ſufficiently prepared matters, he carried with him 
Serjeant Baker, a perſon well ſuited to his purpoſes. 


During the two viſits he made to the commodore, on 


the Sunday afternoon, the whole ſubſequent conduct 
of Campbell, relative to the mutiny, was probably ſet- 
tled, inaſmuch as he was heard to ſay, that he was de- 
termined the ſix ſoldiers ſhould be flogged the next 
morning, which was previouſly to the pretended trial. 
To keep up appearances, Campbell affected the moſt 
extreme fear; arms were diſtributed to the ſailors and 
ſettlers; armed watches were appointed in different 
parts of the ſhip; the ſettlers turned out volunteers to 
aid him in this extremity, He was himſelf caſed with 
_ piſtols and daggers: he mounted two blunderbuſſes in 
the round-houſe, which turned upon ſwivels every. way. 
He ſeemed in the greateſt agitation, could not reſt in 
any place, went into the round-houſe, bolted the door; : 
in a minute came out again, called this perſon to him; 
then another; then went in again; then came out; 


had the dog to lie in the inſide; in ſhort, his per formance = 


would have done credit to any ſtage. 
When Campbell mentioned the mutiny firſt to Mr, 


Skirving, he very honeſtly told him, that he did not 
believe a word of the matter, it was ſo exceſlively ab- 


ſurd, He made the fame reply when it was mentioned. 


to him the ſecond time; and added, that if ever it had l 


any foundation, he was certain that neither himſelf nor 
the three gentlemen with whom he aſſociated, had the 


- leaſt concern it it, To this cn aſſented, and ſaid, 
3 | „Hat 


rw 


0 that he was ſure none of us four had any thing to doi in 
„eit, and that he had told the commodore fo, as would 
% appear in evidence,” Nevertheleſs within a few mi- 
nutes of this time, Campbell told Mr. Muir, that Skir- 
„ ving and myſelf were the ringleaders of the plot.“ 
And in a day or two after, he expreſled himſelf in theſe 
words to Mr. Boſton; '* 1 told you, that you would not 
« have Mr. Palmer in your meſs above three weeds, for 
I knew of this plot at Spithead,”? * | + | 
While I was amuſing mylelf after breakfaſt in the | 
great cabin, I received a ſummons from Campbell to 
attend him on the quarter deck, I went up totally 
ignorant of what was doing in the ſhip. To niy aſto- 
niſhment I found the deck full of people; Mr. Pattullo 
[the enſign) in his regimentals, Baker, Mr. Thompſon 
[the ſurgeon) Grant, Draper, a lieutenant from the 
Suffolk, man of war, whom I afterwards found to be 
Mr. Page, and Campbell accoutered like a perfect Ro- 


binſon Cruſoe. He had a belt of piſtols around his 


body, piſtols in his breaſt, in his waiſtcoat and breeches 
| pockets, a {word and a dagger. Cloſe to the quarter 
deck, were five of the impriſoned ſoldiers, — 3 


convicts, viz. William Caſſwell and James Gilthor 


all in double irons. Draper was at large on the deck. 


The military were all in arms behind the priſoners, 


and the whole ſhip's company beyond them, Mr. 
Sgkirving was immediately called, when Campbell in- 
formed us that Draper had acculed Skirving and me 
of attempting to excite a dangerous mutiny, of intend- 


ing. 


- . -* If the reader will compare this expreſſion of Captain Campbell 
| with his obſervation to Boſton (page 20) 3 recollecti at the 
ſame time, Grant's inſinuation to Ellis, While ey were at 
Portſmouth (page 17) I thiok he will/hive no room to doubt 
3 when, or by wha the plot was contriyga, Ed, „ | 


1 — | r 26 1 

ing to » murder himſelf and the principal officers, and to 
run away with the ſhip. Campbell and I had nor 
ſpoken to each other for ſome time, but Mr, Page did 
not know this, he thought it neceſſary, therefore, to 


give us another touch of the hiſtrionie art.-He walked | 


up and down the deck, in affected ſorrow, declared 


that nothing ever gave him ſo much concern in his le 7 


as our accuſation, (nothing by G==d," 


Draper's accuſation was then read, which he con- ; 
firmed alſo in our preſence, He accuſed me of giving 
him money, tea, ſugar, rum, and clothes, beſides pro- 


miſing him much more, for the purpoſe of murdering 


Campbell and throwing him overboard; alſo of murder- 


ing the principal officers; and that I ſaid men would be 


found to run away with the ſhip to ſome part of France 
or America, He accuſed Mr. Skirving of giving him 


money for the ſame purpoſe. He ſaid, that he had 


been furniſhed with money by my relations, and pro- : 


miſed much more. 
The money which James Ellis had e lent 
him of mine, amounting to 18 ſhillings, was the money, 


| Tae found, with which he declared I had bri- | 


bed him“. The ſhilling, which it is poſſible my nephew 


gave him, was the money, it ſeems, that my relations 


furniſhed + ;—and the money Mr. Skirving had gene- 
rouſly lent him to get neceſſaries for Botany Bay, was 


that, with which he declared, he had been bribed for 
the moſt atrocious purpoſes . Draper further declared, 
that one night at nine o'clock, while we lay at Spithead, 


I was with him by the long-boat for the ſpace of an 


hour. Now it was well known, that at that period, I 
was ſo ill, as to be unable to be upon deck for an hour 
| together, or even to walk withewt help; and that at 


* See page 7. + Ibid, {| Ibid. 
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though an Iriſhman, cannot ſpeak the Iriſh Erle. 


L 27 1 | | 
the hour of wines! our candles were ordered t to be put 
out, and the hatchway cloſed upon us. | 


Draper declared that William Caſſwell, one, of the 
two accuſed convicts in irons, and Evans, one of 


| the accuſed ſoldiers, were preſent at the time, and 8 


heard me exciting him to mutiny. Both Caſſwell and 

Evans inſtantly denied it. They not only proteſted 
their own innocence, but declared that they never had 
converſed with me or Mr. Skirving on that, or any 
other ſubject, thinking us too much above them. I 
readily agreed to be hung up at the yard-arm, if it 
could be proved by a ſingle credible witneſs that I had 


ever given Draper any one thing, but a ſingle glaſs of 


rum. 1 employed him as a taylor, and paid him rather 
ſcantily for his work, but never gave him a penny for 
any other purpoſe.-I offered readily to be hanged, if 
it could be proved by a lingle credible witneſs, that I 
was ever ſeen to converſe alone with him, or indeed at 
all out of our ſociety, | 
Da Mr. Page aſked whether any one wad * Dra- 
per's teſtimony ? On this John Grant, the convict for 
forgery, ſtepped forwards (Campbell introducing him 


to Mr. Page as the excellent young man, who had ſaved 
his life, and the lives of a great part of the ſhip's em- 


pany) and declared that he overheard the ſoldier pri- 

ſoners talking in the Iriſh Erle, of the intended mutiny, 
and that from the analogy between ti two dialects of 
Iriſh and Scotch Erle (the laſt of which Grant can ſpeak 


a little, but not read)he perfectly underſtood them, and 


that they ſpoke of killing the captain and the principal 
officers, and of running away with the ſhip. Now, not 


one of the impriſoned ſoldiers could talk any kind ot 


Erſe except Draper. Barton and Neale are Engliſh- 
men, Evans and Griffiths are Welſhmen, and M'Lean, 


Wini 


[EE 


| William Caſſwell declared, that he was totally lane- | 
rant of any plot; but that once Draper mentioned to 
him, that ſuch a thing might be carried into effect, to 
which Caſwell anſwered, he believed it might, that 
doubtleſs he wiſhed for liberty, but that he never har- 


boured the thought of obtaining it by blood and murder, 


And he added, that neither Draper, nor any one elſe, 
had ever mentioned the ſubje& to him again, and he 
particularly geclared, that Mr. Skirving and 1 had 
never ſpoken to him on the buſineſs. All the other 
Priſoners, with one voice, declared their entire igno- 
rance of any ſuch plot, and affirmed, that they had 
never been ſpoken to on the ſubje&t either hy Mr. 
Skirving or myſelf. Nor did they, or any other wit- 
neſs, as I could learn, ever attempt to criminate Mr, 
M'Fherſon, whom Campbell had accuſed as being a 
ringleader of the plot. Magnificent promiſes were 
made them of pardon ; and likewiſe of favour with the 
governor of New South Wales, if they would confeſs, 
that is, as it was generally underſtood, if they would 
confirm Draper's teſtimony ; and a terrible puniſhment, 
with a weekly infliction of it threatened, if they did 
not. Again, they, in a moſt folemn manner, proteſted _ 
their ignorance of any plot or conſpiracy, Mr. Ellis 
now came forward and declared, that Grant informed 
him in Portſmouth harbour, that the ſoldiers were 
going to riſe in mutiny, to ſeize the ſhip, and that he 
refuſed to ſpeak with Grant on the ſubject. He obſerv- 
ed, that it appeared very ſtrange that Grant ſhould 
have known of it ſo many weeks, and ſhould reveal it 
only at this time. Grant ſaid, he could not recolle& 
the circumſtance; and no regard was paid to what Ellis 
_ aſſerted. Campbell, Baker, Page, Pattullo, and Thomp- 
_ fon, now retired for about ten minutes into the round- 


| houſe, In this $ ſhore mw: of 2 they decreed 6 
| follows * 


£ 20 TY 
follows ro put the ſeven accuſed people, viz. Barton, 


| E Neale, Evans, Griffiths, M'Lean, Caſſwell, and Gil- 
thorpe, in a row, and every ſecond man of them to be 


flogged immediately, and the reſt on the next day. 
The ſentence was put inſtantly and ſeverely into execu- 
tion, They were again promiſed their liberty, and in- 


terceſſion with the governor of New South Wales, if 
they would confeſs; and at the ſame time aſſured, that 


this was but a beginning of their puniſhment if they 
did not, which ſhould be inflicted weekly till ſuch time 
as they were hanged at the yard-arm. But they all 


_ perſiſted in their utter ignorance of any plot; and in 


_ our's and M'Pherſon's innocence, All, except James 
Gilthorpe, the convict cook; he could not bear his pu- 


niſhment, he pretended to have ſomething to reveal, he 


N Was taken to the round-houſe, his declaration taken : 
down, and his irons knocked off. The next day Caſſ- 


well was ſeverely flogged, but this was the leaſt of the 
puniſhment. They had additional leg-irons to the 
weight of ſixty pounds, and at night they were carried 
by Campbell's order on the poop®; a heavy chain run 


through their hand and leg-irons, faſtened to a ſtaple at 
one end, and the chain made to faſten to Campbell's 
bed - ſide below. They were unable to lay down on 
their bed; or to be in any other poſture than doubled 
- with their chins and knees cloſe together. Their proviſi- 
ons were only a biſcuit and a half per day, one quart of 
' water, and three ounces of ſalt meat for each man, 


In this manner they were expoſed under the torrid 


Zone, to the heavy dews and torrents of rain by night, 


and ta the burning ſun by day, with their backs bleed- 
ing from their puniſhment, Campbell told them, it 
MEI ſtirred, or made the leaſt noiſe, he would fire 
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a them through the coiling of the round- Wound and he 
gave ſtrict orders to the corporal, and to the centinel, 
that if they but rattled a link of their chain, or even 
groaned, that he ſhould run chem through. This 
enormous puniſhment was inflicted without the autho- 
rity of any court, civil or military —a court-martial 
that ſits on life or death ſhonld conſiſt of at leaſt ſeven 
_ officers, here were only Pattullo and Page, the hens 
being incapable of admittance, 
Mr. Skirving and myſelf were ordered into uv ; 
page repreſented a temporary confinement as neceilary 
to our honor, We demanded a ſpeedy and rigorous 
trial. I told him, I deſpiſed his mercy, and demanded 
only juſtice, This he and Campbell promiſed, though 
it ſhould ſeem, that it was then determined to keep us 
cloſe priſoners to the end of our voyage, a period of 
nearly five months. We demanded a copy of the war- 
rant of our commitment; but this was refuſed.” Camp- 
bell and Baker told Mr. Skirving afterwards that our 
requeſt had been laid before the commodore, and that 
he commanded it to be refuſed, J made a ſecond de- 
mand ofthe ſame thing, when there was no commodore 
near, and was treated with ſo much artifice, and finally 
refuſed by Campbell and Baker, which led me to con- 
clude that the firit refuſal came from themleclves, | 
Mr. Skirviag and I were committed to cle cuſtody; 
my own cabin was taken away from me, and given to | 


James Ellis, fo that at laſt Campbell paid him at my 


expence; and I was thruſt into a cabin in the midſt of 
that internal brothel of which I had ſo often expreſſed 
my diſlike. The language of Newgate was virtue and 
decency compared to what I was always doomed to 
hear. My neighbours were divided from me by only _ 


à wooden partition, the women were almoſt en | 
| | unk, ; 
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5 drunk, and as 5 perpetually engaged i in n clamours brow 
and fighting. 


The cabin was not ſix feet W it was beſides ſo 


_ cloſe and hot under the torrid zone, that we could not 
bear the weight of our clothes, and were obliged to take 


it by turns to enjoy the privilege of ſitting by the door, 


ſor the centinel had orders notto * us to pals the 
threſhold. 


On the King's birth-day, Skirving gave the centinel 


two glailes of red port, on the condition that he drank 
his Majeſty's healch. A caſk of ſtrong ale was put upon 
the deck, and drink was liberally diſpenſed all over the 
ſhip, the centinel got drunk, but not by us, for he had 

no more than the two glaſles of wine, Baker and Camp- 
bell repreſented this as the greateſt fault that could be 

commicted, and as contrary to all military diſcipline. 


They ſaid they had repreſented the caſe to the commo- 


dore, and that, by his orders, myſelf, who had nothing 
to do with it, and Mr. Skirving were for the future to 


be deprived of both wine and ſpirits. The poor centi- 


nel was flogged without further enquiry, Our con- ö 


finement became now more rigorous, and we were 
allowed only a little ſinall-beer at our meals. With 
perpetual thirſt we had only putrid water, dangerous to 
drink; and had it nat been for a caſh of Tamarinds 
which a moſt kind friend gave us at Portſmouth, I be- 


Hieve that I ſhould have ſunk under this uſage. The 
bed in the cabin was only two feet wide, in which it 


as meant that we two bulky men ſhould ſleep together, 
ſent word to Campbell that it was fo narrow, it was 


Bol impollible that it ſhould Hold us both; he face- 
_ tioully replied, that 1 ſhould ſoon ſleep in a narrower, 
meaning my coffin, We were denied the common pri- 
vilege of the worſt of feloas, to breache an hour in the 
8 day t the freſh . deck. Onee the ſerjeant, ſeeing : 
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me very faint and low, permitted me to take deve 
turns on the main deck, for which he was ſeverely 
reprimanded by Campbell, I was forbidden all books, 
papers, pen and ink z—my money, trunks, and clothes 


were all taken from me. I was refuſed clean linen, 
and my own ſtores. When the ſmall beer was out, and 


we arrived at Rio de Janeiro, we were allowed little 
more than halt a pint of agua dent per day between us 
both, it was belides neu, and threw many of the people 
into a flux, and eſpecially my ſelf. I was very ill fix 
weeks, ſometimes in great pain, and was, with the 
-exception of half a pint of brandy, denied a drop of my 


pwn liquors to alleviate it, *till at laſt the doctor inſiſted 


that 1 ſhould be allowed my own wine, from which I . 


received great benefit. Before I was ſeized with the 
flux, 1 kept myſelf in health by bathing at the pump, 
this was denied by the captain, I thought, tobacco did 


me good, he refuſcd me this alſo, We were ſuffered 


to ſpeak to no perſon whatever but the officer on watch, 
Reddith, and Baker. We were not permitted to call for 
victuals or drink, and. Reddith inſpected every thing 
that came into our cabin, Thus were we ſhut out from 
all poſlible information, while every art was practiſed 


to get falle evidence to take away our lives, as the de- 


politions of my witneſſes abundantly teſtify; at the fame 


time, Campbell and Baker pretended the utmoſt reluc- _ 


tance in what they did; and that they acted only in. 


_ conlequence of the commodore's orders, which they, 
laid, they did not half put into execution, The com- 
modore, they aſſerted, ordered me to be put in irons. 


The heat and confinement were not all that I had to 
ſuffer. The ſhip was ſo old and crazy, that every wave 
of the ſea daſhed the water through ics ſide, and it ran 
on my bed. Two mattraſſes would frequently be wet 


through in one night, polſibly * it rained the next day, 
that. 
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i b * 1 ond not get them dried; thus was I obliged u to 
ſleepin a bed ſoaked with water. Had I not been enu- 
red to ſuftering, or rather had I not been under the pro- 


tection of a gracious Providence, this treatment muſt 


have killed me. 
My friends Mr. Boſton and Mr, Ellie, as might have 


been expected, exerted themſelves on the day of the 


mock trial to prove my innocence; but I was ſomewhat 
amazed to hear Mr. Page cut the former ſhort, telling 


him to anſwer for himſelf, and then make a formal ac- 


_ cuſation againſt him for a political converſation which 
he had held with Campbell lome days before. This 


confirmed me in the opinion that the whole buſineſs had 
been ſettled the preceding day on board the com- 


| modore' s ſhip. 

I had ſome hopes that Mr. Mennares neck have 
acted the ſame part as theſe my two friends did, and that 
he would have done every thing in his power to have 

proved, what he was aſſured of, beyond all doubt, my 


innocence. | am sorry to ſay, but I think myſelf 


_ obliged in juſtice, that the world may no longer be im- 


poſed upon by an adventurer, that Mr. Margarot en- 


| lifted himſelf into Campbell's councils, and was the 
determined foe of Skirving and me, | 
On every occaſion Campbell conſulted him owhen- 
ever they appeared on deck, it was in conſultation. He 
was frequently called out of his bed to afliſt at councils 
in the round-houſe; he took every occaſion to ſpeak - 
againſt me and Mr, Skirving, and of our fate, which 


he was ſure, he laid, would be a halter, Now, every 


evening till we ſeparated to different cabins, and eſpe- 
cially every eybning about the time of the pretended 
conſpiracy, I and * yy in  Margarer' s com- 
| yOu N | 
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We were always with him, Mr. Skirving lept in 


the ſame bed, and my feet touched his head, as much 


therefore as he knew his own innocence, he knew ours; 
he was ſenſible alſo that at the time of this pretended . 
_ conſpiracy, ſo far from being able to kill Campbell and 


the chief officers of the thip, I was unable from long 
illneſs and debility, io walk without help. Let the 


reader, if he can, lind motives why Margarot ſhould 
- countenance, and afliſt * the murder or two innocent 


men. 


Juſtice 3 me alſo to . chat Mr. Muir's 


behaviour was the reverſe of Margarot's; at the time of 


my impriſonment we, were not on the beſt terms, but : 
the moment he diſcovered the meaſures taken by Camp- 


bell, his reſentment was forgotten, he ſent me word 
that he would join hand and heart with me, in the 


vindication of my innocence, and in bringing my op- 


preſſors to juſtice, He kept a watchful eye upon Camp- 


bell, collected ſome curious facts, and ſince we have 
been on ſhore, he has been of material ſervice in taking ; 


declarations, collecting evidence, &, _ 
My friends Mr. and Mrs. Boſton and Mr. Ellis, were 


miſerable, it may be well conceived, at the ſevere and 


_ cruel injuſtice I experienced, Mr, Boſton is a man of 


Warm paſſions, and cannot reſtrain the expreſlion of 
them. He was very much affected, and Margarot 
kindly endeavoured to give him conſolation, by aſking 

what were my misfortunes to him? Why did he trouble 

his head about mow? Becauſe, anſwered my partial 


friend, I never faw\a man of ſo many virtues as Mr. 
Palmer, I will be d-——d, faid Margarot, if ever / 
ſaw any of them. Margarot then philoſophiſed, aſking 


what ſignified the lives of two individuals, warning 
him as a friend not to interfere and concern himſelf 


«bout us, He went to Mr. Muir on the lame errand, 


told + 
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| told him. that he (Margarot) few the world, chat 

Muir's friends, the gentlemen in oppoſition, were his 
friends allo, and entreated him to leave me and Skir- 
ving to our fate, as we were ſure to be hanged. - Camp- 
bell had the cruelty to tell my friends, that this was to 
be done ſhortly, for that he had already fixed the day 


for hanging William Caſwell. Mrs, Boſton enquired | 


| When the poor fellow was to be executed; he replied 
on Monday or Tueſday: ſhrugging up his ſhoulders 
| and making a long face, he added, 1 am ſorry to tell 
you Madam, that“ he is not the only one.“ | 
It may be ealily conceived that thoſe who were not 
in the ſecret, were very much alarmed at the bloody 
conſpiracy which had been ſo dexterouſly invented, 
particularly the ladies. Mrs. Pattullo thought herſelf 
obliged to expreſs her gratitude, and going up to Mr. 
Muir, ſaid in the Scottiſh tongue, “ Maiſter Muir we 
be a eternally obliged to. you for diſcovering this 
_ 4 horrid plot, for weel I wot we might a ha felled in 
our beds but for you.” Mr. Muir inſtantly called 
Campbell and deſired him to rectify this miſtake of 
Mrs. Pattullo, he well knowing that no plot had been 
diſcovered by him, who was not only totally ignorant 
of it, but diſbelieved every word reſpecting it.“ No, 
Madam,“ ſaid Campbell, with fome agitation, “it 
« was Mr. Grant, not Mr. Me that diſcovered 
_* the conſpiracy. “ . 
Mr. Boſton has a little vir] of four years old, a1 
am very fond of, and ſhe of me: whenever I appeared 
on deck, which privilege I at length obtained for two 
hours a day, the child would claſp me round the neck 


and kifs me for her father, and her mother, and Mr. 


Ellis. This was ſoon put a ſtop to, and the woman, 
who looked after the child, abuſed for bringing her 
near me, Campbell ſaid his life had been in danger by 
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the child, and that he carried papers han and 
forwards, 
| Thad nearly loſt too every benefit which I had gained, 
by the following accident ;—A friend had lent me pen, 
ink, and paper, in order that I might paſs away a weary 
hour, by the record of my ſufferings, and that the 
world might know the illegal violence I endured, The 
centinel found me out, and gave information to Camp- 
bell. He ſtormed; complained of it as a breach of 
honor, and inſiſted on my pen, ink, and papers imme- 
diately. I told his meſſenger, Reddiſh, that I could ſee 
no breach of honor, I had never made a promiſe not 
to uſe them, and that the commands of tyranny were no 
longer binding, than they could be evaded or reliſted. 
He demanded my papers, and TI as poſitively refuſed to 
deliver them up. He came again, and told me it would 
be worſe for me, if I did not deliver them. I then 
agreed that he ſhould have them, if he would firſt bring 
my {leal and wax to prevent the diſcloſure, this being 
done, I gave them up, I was ſomewhat irritated, and 
bade Reddiſh tell Campbell that though he did take my 
papers, yet the world would moſt aſſuredly be made 
acquainted with this infernal buſineſs. Serjeapt Baker 
now came, and inliſted on my telling him who gave 
me the paper, pen, and ink, This I as flatly and po- 
litively refuſed ;—*+* how can you make ſuch a requeſt,” 
ſaid I, “can you imagine that having preſerved the 
character of integrity and honor till this moment, 
that I will now forfeit it becauſe you tell me? how 
« can I juſtify it to myſelf, or to the world, to betray 
«4. the honeſt man, who placed implicit truſt in me, and 
„thus bring him into the ſame calamity with myſelf? 
„ the approbation of my own: mind, conſcious of no 
+ evil, and of intending no injury to others, is what 


6 alone ſupports **. and aſſure your ſelf that no induee- 
| 66 ment 5 


« ment ſhall perſuade me to forget it,” He threatened 


ſeverities. I told him that I already endured as much 
almoſt, as human nature could, © but do,“ faid I, what 
vou pleaſe, inflict what puniſhment you like, while I 
„ have life I never will betray the man who gave me 
» them,” They were obliged to give up the point, as, 
Ü believe, they ſeared to proceed to greater extremi- 
ties. What was taken away was only a part of what TI 
had written, and the figures on the pages ſhewed- the 
deficiency. After ſome days the Serjeant came, and 
told me that it was the Commodore's orders that I ſhould 


deliver up the pages of my narrative antecedent to ſuch 


a number, this proved to me that my ſeal had been 
broken, and my papers inſpected. Irritated with this, I 

replied, „tell Campbell that he who had the baſeneſs to 

s deſtroy all confidence between man and man, by 

„violating the ſacred ſecurity of a ſeal in breaking 

— 66 open the lecond ſet of papers, may hunt after the 

« firſt, for I will tell him nothing about them; and 

e indeed,“ I added, “I do not know where they are.“ 

Campbell ſent me word back that / lied, “ tell him, 


faid I, “that I ama priſoner, or he would not dare to 


2 * uſe ſuch language.” The fact is, I had ſecretly 
conxèyed the former papers to a friend, who I after- 


wards Jearned had thought it prudent to deſtroy them. 


He threatened to ſearch the cabirs of Ellis and Boſton; 


themlelves alſo, and even Mrs. Boſton in the bloom of 


i | youth and elegance, were menaced with irons, Spies, 
were perperuall y upon them, and placed in the adjacent 


cabin; and to give a better colour to the injurious treat» 


ment which they ſuſfered, Margarot aſlected to be 


afraid of his life by them; he kept by him a blunderbuſs, | 
piſtols, and ſword; when any one paſſed by his cabin, 


he ſtarted up in affected fear, aſked what was wanted, 


and — a variety of other fooleries, My _ 
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guns, and 3 1 long been taken from me; Made | 
garot now gave information, that Mrs. Boſton kept 
oncealed in a trunk (for the worſt of purpoſes no 


doubt) a little walking-ſtick of mine, with a ſword in 


the inſide; this ſhe was obliged to throw into the ſea. 
My nephew had given me a very fine Lurcher to kill 
Kangeroos with ; the only means, he thought, of my 


being ſupplied with any freſh meat at New South 


Wales. The dog was broken to the gun, he had the 
noſe of a pointer, and the ſpeed of a Grey-hound; the 
Game- keeper depended on him as a never-failing re- 
ſource of ſupplying the family with game. This dog, 


the Captain took under his ſpecial protection, ang 


allured me he would treat it as his own ' till he arrived 
at New South Wales. In endeavouring one day to part 
my Lui cher fighting with his own Maſtiff, Campbell was 
bit in the hand, Mrs. Margarot ſaid by his own dog, 
but he aſſerted by mine, affecting allo to believe, that 
while the dog lived, the wound would never heal, and, 
likewiſe, that if ever the animal went mad, though at 
the diſtant period of ſeven years, he ſhould neceſlarily 


be affected with the ſame diſorder, in which fears he 


was encouraged by Mr. Margarot; although the Doctor 
aſſured him that there was not the leaſt foundation for 
the ſupport of luch. vulgar errors, he nevertheleſs or- 
dered the dog to be drowned, which was "yy | 
done with great parade. 
A good Grey-hound of much bone ſells.here for gol 
mine would certainly have brought 4ol. 3 5 
At the time of the mock trial of the pretended conſpi- = 
rators it came out in evidence, that ſome woman had 
faid to Draper's girl, Mr. Palmer's ten guineas will nut 
_ laſt long. Mr. Boſton and 1 inflantly exclaimed, 


© what a diſcovery !*? I told Page, that at the time © 


that Draper lived in the fame * art of the thip with my- 
| 5 | 5 | ſelf, 
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5 has 1 had loſt ten guineas out of my trunk, * that 1 - 


greatly ſuſpected Draper, who it now appeared had not 
been ſuſpected without ſome foundation, He aſked if I 


had ever mentioned the loſs before? frequently, I told 
him, but particularly to Campbell and Mr, Pattullo, 
Page ſaid an enquiry ought to be inſtituted, but Jeſt it 
ſhould end in the crimination of W no inveſtigation 


took place. 


Campbell and 1 bed not been on dankte terms for | 
ſome time, but to Skirving he always profeſſed a parti- 


_ cular regard. When Mr. Skirving called himſelf a pri- 


loner, Campbell begged of him never to uſe ſuch a 
word again, as it greatly diſtreſſed him. He perpetu- 


ally talked to him, called upon him, frequently ſent 


him Tea and Goat's milk from his own table, and told 


him that he ſhould never ſpeak of him but with reſpect, 
Indeed, one would think it impolible for any man, 
with the leaſt remains of virtue, to be an enemy to 


Skirving. His benevolence is ever active, no injuries 
can reſtrain it. He cannot deny the moſt worthleſs 


ſuitor, Very fe w people more lucceſsfully form them- 
lelves atcording to the maxims of Jeſus of Nazareth. 


How much this friendlhip availed Mr. Skirving, the 
following facts, ſufficiently authenticated, will ſnew. 


John Stirling, a convict was ſent for, and told that 
ſeven yards of printed cotton, a ruffled ſhirt, a ſtriped 


_  waiſtcoat piece, and ſeveral other articles of wearing 


apparel then lying on the table ſhould be his, together 


with his liberty and money when he arrived at Port 


Jackſon, if he would ſwear that he heard Palmer and 
Skirving engage Caſſwell to ſeize the ſhip and carry her 


into ſome foreign port; and if he would likewiſe {wear 

mdmhat the ten guineas of which Palmer faid he had been 
robbed, Palmer himſelf had di ſtributed to Caſwell and 

Draper for the purpoſs of r on the ine On 
| | | his 


wn: 
his refuſal to ſwear to any ſuch thing he was threaten. 
ed with irons, and even to be ſhot with a pair of piſtols 
then on the table, Theſe ſolicitations were made to him Z 
repeatedly, | | 
Another inſtance of this kind was praftiſed upon | 
James Somerville, a cabinet-maker, convicted of houſe- 
breaking. He had a wife with him, by whom he had 
been ſupported while in priſon. Being extremely de- 
ſtitute, and without any change of clothes, Mrs. Boſton 
_ made a collection for her among us; we gave a ſhilling 
each, Skirving gave two ſhilliags, ar the ſame time, 


ſaying, that ſhe was welcome to more if neceſſary; he 


afterwards told the woman herſelf that ſte would be 


welcome to a few thillings at any time, Campbell alſo 


undertook to make a collection for her in the great 


cabin; and both he and Mrs. Campbell gave various 


articles of wearing apparel. It is ſcarcely to be be- 
lieved that James Somerville her huſband was -after- | 
wards ordered to ſign a paper declaring that Skirving 
had offered him while at Spithead money, to the amount 
of five or ten guineas, to draw him into the conſpiracy, | 
Somerville refuſed, and declared that Mr. Skirvin;, 


had never offered him a farthing in his life; that he had OE 


only offered a few ſhillings to his wite, merely on the 
ſcore of charity, ſeeing her diſtreſſed ſituation. Pro- 
miſes of various kinds were held out to him, but he re- 
jected them all. He was then menaced with irons, and 
to be expoſed on the poop, Terrified with the thought _ 
of ſuiterings, which he ſaw others enduring, he ſigned 
the declaration, with this proviſo, that another ſhould 
be made out apreeable to the truth, ſtating that Mr, 
Skirving offered his wife a few ſbillings, inſtead 0: 
himſelf ſome guineas, Eut this latter he was never 
permitted to ſign. | | ie nn 5 
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an 
a Rio Janeiro Capt. Campbell-went on bound the 
Swift {loop of war, then attending Lord Hobart in the 


harbour, and gfter opening all the tham plots, endea vour - 
ed to get us tried by a Court Martial, of which Capt. 
Dowling was to be the Preſident. If he could have 
brought us to trial at that time; it muſt have been attended 
wich our execution, as we had no means then of diſeo- 
vering the villainous meaſures concerted to take away 


our lives. There happened, however, to be an/officer on 


board the SwirT, who knew me, and my character, whe- 

ther it was owing to his repreſentations, or to Captain 

Dowling's ſagacity, I cannot tell, but the latter did not 
believe a tittle of this pretended conſpiracy, He quar- 

relled with Campbell on the occaſion, and bade him ne- 
ver more trouble him with his viſits. 


Campbell had taken away all my money; \ WERE at 


| "Ris I wanted Mr. Ellis to purchaſe Rum, &c. for at 


New South Wales a Gallon of Rum ſells for twenty- 
four ſhillings which colts at Rio but eighteen- pence, 


Frequently did Campbell and Baker evade the requeſt 
which I made of my own money; I at leagth formally | 
demanded it, in the preſence of the Doctor, but ſhould 


probably never have had a ſhilling had not Campbell 


diſcovered that I owed ſomething to his two favourites 
 Margarot and Draper. Ellis took 151. Margarot and 
Draper ſent i in their bills, and now Ellis produced againſt . 
Draper an account of 18s. for things purchaſed on his 


account at Portſmouth, This was the firſt time that 1 
had ever heard of it. Draper, Campbell, and Reddiſh, 
contended that this was a gift from me to Draper, for 


that he had given it fo in evidence. Ellis called Cor- 
poral Rian and Kelly, who declared they both got 
Ellis to buy goods for them at Portfinouth, and that 
- Draper did the ſame, promiſing Ellis, in their preſence, 
10 * * aber in n or hah work, Draper 


tan | 
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men confeſſed that it was true, that he Abr the 
money, and that he meant to pay it. As my demand 
was 18s. and Draper's bill amounted: 0 ny ms ww | 
— had paid him. 5 5 
I had the Morning Chronicle' regularly ſent me l 3 
my departure from | Portſmouth, and 1 have heard a 


worthy friend mentioned as the donor; a ſtraw from 


ſuch a man, I ſhould eſteem more than a diadem from 
many others. Margarot locked up all theſe in his 
trunk. They were material to my character, and were 
beſides the moſt agreeable preſent to thoſe Gentlemen 
to whom I had letters: of recommendation. 1 ſent 
word to Ellis not to pay Margarot's bill till he got the 
news-papers. Margarot never would give them to him, 


and of courſe I have ane to eee to pax 


him. - 11 | 3 
When „ was in \-Sockliind: 10 e to Mr. 
Skirving a number of copies of An 'Engliſhman's 
Right, addreſſed eto Juries,” ent, as he underſtagd, 
by the London Correſponding: Society*, in order that 

they might be diſtributed, and now Margarot deinanded ' 

6 for hom, « and ſent in bis wan to: Mr. mA | 
| . e 
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X * The pamphlet alluded to, is a dialogue between a os, 
and a Juryman, explaining the antiquity, impoftance, _ office, ond 
privileges of Faries, according ts the Law of England, written by $18 2 


Joan Hawks, Sorte ron eITITTTY T0 WiLLian ut, AND 
FiksT PUBLISHED IN THE REIGN or aun It; fince which it 


has paſſed through many editions, © In the year 1793 it was rr 5 


printed in a cheap farm, and diſtributed by the Lon bo Corres 
rPowniuG Society. To that Society the public is greatly indebt · 
ed for the extenſive circulation of many valuable conſticnſiagns) 


tracts. *© The Eng/ifaman's Right”? ought:to be in every man's poſe = 


 ſeffion, more eſpecially ſo at the preſent period, when it is con 
dently ſaid, that certain Crown Lawyert, diſptisfied with the 
acquirenls of the perſons lately tried for High Treaſon, we medi. | 


2 ating ſome wicked innovations inſthe trial by Jury. Ed, 


M8 * 4] | | 
n ſhillings, „ he 
il. which he had of Campbell not nearly'ſufficient;and- 
applied to him for more; but finding that I did not yay 


bo hi friends Margarot and Draper, he would not ſuffer 
me to have another farthing ; and when we landed here, 


5 3 ů amore cab 
| fuade him to keep it from me. | 74" 
I bought ſome Lime, Lemon, and Orange trees at 


| 7 Rio, which were permitted to be in my cabin. But 
every elſe ; every drop of liquor, and all the 
tobacco I laid in fer enchange, were forced out of my 


cabin under pretence that they would breed a mutiny. 


| Baker and the firſt mate took an inventory, and pro- 


mifed that I ſhould have them recurnedifaſe; a promiſe 


but lamentably fulfilled ; for it being ſuppaſed that 
Campbell had brought evidence nnen we; 
much of my ſtores way ſtolen. - 
Baker bought fruit trees at well as myſelf; bun abs A 
: e latitudes in which we every day made progreſs, 
dut ill agreed with plants nurtured in the torrid gone. 
| Baker's plants being directly open to the mouth of the 
hatchway, ſuffered firſt; they were, like wile, from 


their ſituation expoſed to the depredations of a Cat and 


wo Goats. Baker either willfully, or ignorantly inat- 
tentive to theſe circumſtances, ſuſpected that ſome one 
had purpe/ely. deſtroyed them. His friend Campbell 


* eame down to ſee them ; he diſcovered alſo that they had 
deen maliciouſly deſtroyed, and inſinuated that l was 


the guilty perion. He expatiated on the nature of the 
crime; and offered three, five. ten, even twenty 
guineas to any one who'would discover the wretch. 
It is aſtoniſhing that nous as got to ſwear againſt me, 
poſſibly no one believed him in earneſt, Baker took the 
opinion of Margarot, who inſtantly agreed that he 
| wort foo boot —— w_ TR Ty r 4 


one bag? el 0+: r " K. 2 | 
i behind ny back, a we deed, e that © 


* I came out in the night, while the gentinel was, gep | 


und deſtroyed them, : Numbers of pegple were of api- 
N andeskirving and myſelf, by! obſervation, Ane 
»:2it 40-be-(a;ithat,no human bring had touched them. 
However, to ſupport the baſegeſs of Margarot's charge, 
-: mid1o imprelslrhe ſbip's.company. wich: an idea af my 
7./ guilt, a- pydlock was. put upon My: daor, and 1 „ 
1 tlbthey were-aſhamgd of their conduct. 
Prom the ume of our leaving Rio till our arrival at 
Sydney, dhe ſytem. of ſpies und informers was carried 
wa gregter height than ever. No one was ſafe; every 

one ſuſpectei his neighbour.; the moſt indifferent __ 

or cafugþ expreflion was interpreted to be mutin 
Campbell had, tuld Mr. Slir ving that he meant to put 
Mr. Boſton in irons when he put, te ſea; Ellis and Mrs. 
- 7 Boſtbn were like iſo threatened. And it is certain that 
Fd on intended to aceuſe Ellis; and nothing prevented 
| — but Ellis's agcufation. againſt Grant himielf for 
„ and concealing the mutiny io long. 
Ellis indeed told Campbell that he was aſtoniſhed, 
S bach ier was nat in irons, that it was ridiculous. to ſup- 
poſe; intimate as we were, that I could be at the head 
_ *© of g.oonfſpiravy,:and he not guilty, Perpetual nightly 
. Kabale and conſultations were held in the ronnd-houſe; 
n and' my:friends had notice that miſchief was intended, 
and begged that they would ſpeak to no one, as a plan 
-. was laid to accuſe; them, and thereby to hinder them 
from appearing as evidence in my favor. They dared 
„not come on deck. Enlgo Pattullo and his wife, 


Doctor Thompſon and hike with Mr. Muir ſcarcely 
FFF 1h N 


On this fable, the reader is eee activa te 5 | 
as <5 totales of Mr. Thompſon, Surgeon; and Mr. n Eolign, 
| Nos. 1 and 2 of the — EA. . 


"0. . "X, &» - Wd -. 


I not only demanded theſe for myſelf but alſo for Al 
 felloWprifoncrs "unde the-fame actyſation. as.myhlf. 
In ügaim refufed'on the fame preteuce;-an formerly 


bf bim 


1 


ever appeared; they kept Cloſe to their cabins, and | 


were almoſt as much priſoners as myſeif/1 gli ot 


___ thiikit poſſible for be man to make lu many people 
 wretchet as Camnpbelt ontrived t do; and that for me , 
plauſible reaſon, atleaſt for me that he dared aN. 

I be reader will recollect that on the day of the mock 

tial, n MT Skivving demanded os cdp h ae 

charges againſt us, with a copy* ofthe Ha af “ 

commitment: These demands Cumphell, and Senjafint 
Baker refuſed; by enproſs orders, 28d thay ſaid ohe 


— 


=. 


Coinmodore. -T: wits determined to rephatthhe deulſpd = 


When we were within ightdays ſail-of Part Jackiave 


Fwent to Campbell and Baker and tuld them. 1 dematd- 


| ed, if nh rig örf f topyof the-chargts exhibited againſt 


me; and a copy-of theawavrant of, my commitmend and 


K2"thar'ir was'contrary- to the orders: ofthe Commer 
dere. I ſent the ſame demands:to:Enfign (Patablloy 


ind "the T6697 who! were Can?! the: Court Martial. N 


Pheſe two gentlemen now: began to b cprivinced that | 


| this pretendes cenſpirery wa alla Rien. They told 
| Caimjſ6aF chat they thought my requeſt juſb and reaſons 
ez to 


he} to then hb replledt that he refpſed it for reaſons 
of his own. Baker udded, that he had conſulted Mr. 
7 on the occaſion, and that he was informed 

that my demand was illegal, umd vight net be 
complied with, L had doubts whether could emand a 


the warrant of my commitment. I wiſhed to conſult 


Mr. Muir on this Polnt; and informed: Cup. Campbell 
that 1 wanted to conſult Mr, Muir on à point of LAY. 
He repligd; Mr. Muit᷑ is incapable oß acting as counſel. = 
„ His ſitustion, ] ſaid, „ cannot binder him fro 
A 


8 «ag af the depoſition p againſt:me, or mdtely.\a\copy:of | 


ultra — 
** 


— — — ͤ—— — — 
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t giving advice.” Campbell however refuled me my. 
requeſt, and inſtantly went to Mr. Muir, when the 


following converſation took place, which was inne. 
| e K > wi 


- Campbell. 80 L underſtand Mr. ue, you eee 


nen. Palmer. be 


Muir. tio came you to underſtand that? 
Campbell. Mr. Palmer told me ſo juſt now. 
Muir. Mr. Palmer could not ſay fo, I have not | 
given him any counſel whatever. 5 
Campbell. He tald me, juſt now, that he ——_ 5 
your aſſiſtance as his counſel, aud you know, that in, 


| — you caunot be a counſel for a. 


Although I am not- Mr. ee Counſel, I 
think/ir proper to ſay, that he is entitled to a copy of all 


che charges brought againſt him, in order that he may I 
be able to make out his defence. 


Campbell. There is no defence neceſſary there 1 1 
no court of Juſtice here. 1 have nothing to do with 
Mr. Palmer farther than 10 carry * to New South 


Wales: / am not 5% proſecutar, |; If the Governor 
thinks proper to proſecute him there, I have no doubt 
but that proper time will be given n but there | is no 

praiecutionat prelent. | 


Muir. There i is nn wore 3 or why hows you 


| confined. him? 


Campbell. He was not confined. by me, but 4k Mr. . 


A But you retain him in eufiody? e ee 
Campbell. Yes, = 
. Muir. Then it is the ſame thing. Every jaitor is 


obliged to give a py” of the 2 ogaink the perſon, 
= ON: 


| = he Ye! charge of —But you are accountat | 
en ations, and you know beſt how © to aa, . be 


tor 


* 
* 
* s 3 


Nothing more paſſed of confequence till we de at £ 
Port Jackſon, October the 25th, 1794, about eight in 


| the evening, That very night Campbell went to che | 


Governor's houſe with a monſtrous bag of papers, con- 


| raining the original charges, and copies of all the evi- 
| dence he hail been able to procure” againſt us. AsI' 


ueſled, the firſt impreſſion from his great art and plau- 

ibility, was very formidable. The Governor had | 
formed the worſt opinion of us. 

Some officers coming on board, I gave them the Jew 


ters 1 had for them, the Governor received ſome-like- 


wiſe, eſpecially one from Mr. Alderman Macauley,' 


| which was of great ſervice to me. The next morning 1 
ſent more letters of recommendation, and Mr. —_—C | 
. e me in the following letter to the Governor: 


Copy of the petition which Meſſrs, Palmer and Skir- 
ving ſent to Governor Groſe the a6th Sande, n 


5 0794 n 2 3 
-% The petition of Thomas Fyſhe Palmer, Clerk he 


of Queen's College, Cambridge; and William Skir- 
V ving, of Strathruddie, Gent. humbly ſheweth, that. 
having been ſentenced by the high court of Juſticiary 
in Scotland, to be tranſported for a certain term of 

years beyond ſeas, they were conveyed on board the 


« Surpriſe Tranſport, deſtined for this Settlem 


I Oft this veſſel Patrick Campbell is Maſter, For o vi. 
4 ous reaſons your petitioners did not wiſh to come, out 
„at the expence of Government. They accordipgly 


«4 cauſed to be paid to the ſaid Patrick Campbell ſor 


ow; r eee as cabin ara a ſum of 


«6 A 


* 4 1 ; 
©. Waney; greater t PIR 8 
for thoſe in the Av 1 its immediate 5 
© employ, or who have come out as ſettlers, . | 
Towards, the concluſion. of the Month of May, a 
«conſpiracy. of certain convidy and ſoldiers, to carry, | 
en into, ſome port of France or America, was. 
« ſaid to, have, bean, diſcovered , of this combination, 
your petitiqgers werg accuſed. of being the contri- 
Avers, .inſtigatars, and leaders, Ihey heard this ac- | 
« cuſation Wich aſtoniſhment, indiguarion, and horror. 
{.—+Obnoxions t,the miniſtry, of Britain, for their 
political ſentiments, and for their public conduct, 
A- they ;undephted)y; axe; but in the, courſe of their 
Trials, che moxality of their private characters was, 
© acknowledged ba, their official Proſecutor, —In the, 
4 various diſenſſians which their, calf, gave riſe Ms. 


among the peaple of Britain, and in both houſes of | 


— Parliament, mar private ORR, Maped, unſullied 


6 and 
* ls os Rar 25 E 3 oy the Earl f, * = MR : 
made two ſeparate motions in behglf of the Gentlemen ſentenced | 
to New South Wales. In that aſſembly, as might be ekpeQed, 
they. meg with but ler) le ſupport. The former of theſe noblemen 
| entered upon the Journals af [that Houle, the following proteſt 
againſt what he conceived the nen of, the- Rn on ibe 
— En: wt: 3 aibbiry | 7 


BAR . ' more, 


4 run Be by 10g, Die Veneris, © 31 Jan. 1996 


The 0 r of ing red for the Lords to de ſam- 
2 ohne rf c dee . 
iin was moved, That the ſeveral Entries mo Journal of dhe 


Ach, ioth, and 13th of June, 1689, relative za the Bill ipgigled, 

An a@ for reverting the attainder of Henry, Corniſh, Ag: late, 

. city of London,” "” wal read, ES 1 N 
8 The — 


FOES 1 


$44. = 
1 4 arid 8 -pohtieal opinions ure elivnucdle, 
= "YE the victims even of W 4 


' The ſs ws þ accordingly read by ü the die ar 8 
Then it was moved, That an bumble addreſs ieee to 
= Majeſty, humbly t o repreſent to bie Majeſty, that thit'Hbuſe 
has been informed that Thomas Mur, Ert who wit tried 
before the High Court of Juſticiary, at Edinberzu, in the 
month of Auguſt laſt, upan a charge of fedition, has been con- 
damned and ſentenced to be tranſported beyond ſeas for the 
5 | ſpace of foutteen years: and further to repreſent to his Wejeſty, 
that this Houſe intends to proceed "Without delay, to'examine 
the circumſtances of ſuch condemnation and of ſuch ſentence z 
and therefore humbly to beſeech his Majeſty, that the fad Tho- 
mas Muir, Eſq. may not be tranſported beyond ſeas,” unit this 
Mouſe ſhall have had ſufficient time ta make fuen elbe. . 
Which being objected to. After debate, HF 
The queſtion was pot thereupon,” and ie was” wares iy tho 
_ degitive, | 


Pane 1 4e ve 
Not Contents = = — - 49 28 + 
Difſentlent. '1ſt, Becauſe the attending to the eben- 
tion of juſtice, and the watching over the conduct of the various 
IT Courts in this Kingdom, is one of the moſt important branches of 
| the buſineſs of this Houſe, aud is * all times alfo one een 
eſſential duties. | "_Y 
2dly, Becauſe it obvioufly Wks to be proper to examine inte | 
| _ the, juſtice and legality of a ſentence,” before it Is execnted;, and > 
not to permit it to be executed firſt} and then 10 mne into its 
Juſtice and legality afierwards, * | 
3dly, B-cauſe, for want of ſuctt titnely interference on the part 
of this Houſe, it has formerly happened, that, within a ſhort time, 
no leſs than four unjuſt aud illegal. judgements were actually car- 
tied into execution, 'as appears from the re ſpective attaladers of 
the innocent ſuff ters having been afierwards reverſed and made 
void (when it was too late) by four acts of Parliament, made and 
paſſed in the firſt year of the reign of their Inte Mijefties* King 
William ane Queen Mary, namely, in the caſes of Alderman 
' Corniſh, Alice Liſle, Algernon Sidney, and Lord Ruſſel. 
| Ee bd ahh: 4 um 


to 1 


-« the ſeclings 1 — This 


the 4 cornſatien of en 2 to this pretended conſpiracy 


involving 


* Becauſe it is * fo the „ 88 my immutable. prin» 
ciples of natural juſtice, that any thing to the prejudice of a de- 
fendant ſhould be brought before a jury ina criminal proſecution, 


that is, „ only collateral, not in iſſue, nor neceſſary in the con- 
„ c luſion.““ ; 


sthly, Becauſe it is not {nor ought to be) competent for a pro. 
ſecutor to produce any evidence to ſupport any matier that 4s not 
charged in the indictment; that is to ſay, diſtinctly and preciſely : 
charged, and not by mers epithet or general words, ſuch as eppes ; 
ſion, ſedition, vexation, or the like, 

6thly, Becauſe in like manner it is not (nor ought io be) com- 
petent for a proſecutor to produce any evidence to prove any 


crime to have been committed by a defendant, in any other par- 


ticular than that wherein jt is, in the inditment expreſsly charged 


tio have been committed. 


7thly, Becauſe no ſuch proceedings as thoſe above tated, nor 
any of them, can be juſtified under pretence, that * i had been 


© neceſſary to ſpecify in the indiftment all the fafts againſt the Defendant, the 
_— indifiment would have covered, by its Or we one Gove.” 5 


And, 
8thly, Becauſe in one year of the what of Warren Vaftings, 


Eſquire, namely, in the year one thouſand, ſeven hundred, and 


| Ninety, there were no leſs than four deciſions of the Houſe of 7 


Lords upon this ſubject, viz. on the twenty fifth day of February, | 


I when the Lords reſolved, 


4% That the Managers for the Commons be not admitted to give 


« evidence of the unfitneſs of Kelleram for the appointment of 
e being a renter of certain lands in the province of Bahar; the 


« fat of ſuch unfitneſs of the ſaid Kellaram not being charged 


in the impeachment.“ 


And again on the qth day of May, when the Houſe of Lords 5 


decided, 


« That it is not competent to the Managers for the Commons 2 


« put the n . to the witneſs upon the ſeventh 


40 article 


» See the Lord Adrocne's Speech on Mr, Moir's Trial, 


TS * 


1 


o l in it bn of every kind, if founded in” 
n 66 e * be ! with i — 
| * . 1 
— 4 antiele A vis. Whether more e did aQually - 
W « ex iſt under the new inſtitytion than under the old?“ 
. And again on the 18th day of May, when the Houſe of Lords * 
+ reſolved, | 
. = 4 That it is not competent to the Managers far the Commons to | 
* 0 give evidence of the enormities actually committed * — | , 
= 60 Sing; the ſame not being charged in the impeachment.“ | ; 
. Aud again on the ſecond day of June, when the Lords reſolved, 


% That it is not competent for the Managers, on the part of the . 
ö „ Commons, to give any evidence upon the ſeventh article of the 
„ „ [mpeachment, to prove that the letter of the 5th of May, 1781, 
5 s is falſe, in any other particular than that wheren it is expreſsly 
| 4 charged to be falſe,” , 
| -_ _ "The ſaid diciſions of the Houſe of na are founded upon pria - 
|  eiples not peculiar to trials by impeachment. They are founded 
| upon common ſenſe, and of the immutable principles of Juſtice. 
BE | | Jn Scotland thoſe principles are peculiarly neceſſary to be adhered 
| i to, inaſmuch as by the laws of that part of the united kingdom, 
a defendant is obliged co produce a complete liſt of all his wit» - 
naeſſes in exculpation, the day before the trial, That alone appears 
to me a conſiderable hardſhip. But if, after ſuch liſt is actually be 
delivered in by the defendant, any facts (or ſuppoſed fats) not 
particularly ſet forth as crimes in the indictment, may, on the 
following day, for the firſt time, and without notice, be ſuddenly - 
brought out in evidence upon the trial againſt the defendant, ſuch 
defendant from ſuch an entrapping mode of trial, may by con- 
victed, altho' innocent, Such proceedings (whether ſupported or 
unſupported by any old Scotch ſtatute paſſed in arbitrary times) 
eught, I cenceive, to be reviſed, For, in a free country, there 
ought not to be one mode of adminiſtering juſtice to one man, 
namely; to Mr. Haſtings, and an oppoſite mode beat at, 
ae to nee an, to Mr. Muir. | 
| i STANHOPE,” =. 


Meſſrs, Fox, CE; Whitbread r and particularly | 
* Adam, — themſclyss in the Youſe of Commons in 
this 


: as 


ce that puniſhment 1 which the voice of the Low may 
! is what leaſt | engages the attention of your 
7 porinoners, 


this buſineſs, The belt 3 and ſoundeſi Politicians, in that | 
aſſembly, contended that the ſentences paſſed upon Muir, &c, were 
(c contrary to humanity, contrary te juſtice, and contraty ts law,” This 
Is ſubject was repeatedly brought before the Houſe, but the debate 
on Mr. Adam's motion, March 10, 1794, was by far the moſt ani- 
| mated and memorable: to the honourable mover, infinite credit 
is due, declaring, as he did, that he was vor only an enemy 10 a parlia- 
_ mentary reform (the cauſe for which theſe gentlemen were ſentenced 
to ſuifer 7 and 14 years tranſportation) but that he had no opinion cums 
won with its advocates on the ſubjeA; and that the pains he had taken 
(which his opponents allowed to be very conſiderable) were © w@ 
«© Jave the nation from the diſgrace and miſchief of individual «pprefſion, and 
| & becauſe he believed that the perver fion of criminal juriſprudence, was likely x 
4% fo be a forerunner of anarchy on the one fide, er cf deſpotiſm on Ke andere”? h 
See the debates in Parliament for the ſpring 1794. | | 
Diſcuſſions on theſe ſentences were not confined within the lle 755 
of Parliament; the ſubject was agitated in almoſt every town and 
village in the kingdom, addreſſes and letters of condolence were 
ſent to the ſufferers from all parts, and from moſt of the ſocieties, 
aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining a reform in the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament. That ſent from the Seciety for Conſlitutional 
Information, meeting in London, ſhall be inſerted as a ſpecimen of 
the ſpirit with which they were written, See Gutney's edition 155 
of Hardy's Trial, Vol. ii. p. 112. „ Fa 15 


TO MESSRS. MUIR, PALMER, te, P 
FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS, | 


Although we have hitherto been the ſilent, yet we have Foo no 

means been the unconcerned ſpectators of your conduct and ſuf- 
ferings, We have ſeen and approved your exertions for your. 
country's happineſs—We have marked with Honeſt Indignation, 
every ſtep that your enemies have taken to bring you to your | 
preſent ſituation. | Your enemies are the enemies of PunLic 
IL1nerTyY, the men who are conſpiring againſt the happineſs of 
mankind, The cauſe in which you are embarked, and to which | 

. TI ar HR x | you 


7X 53 ] | 

. genie In the train of con viction they behold 
% complete ruin of character, and that degradation, 
„ whichin their minds infinitely ſurpaſſes the bitterneſs 
of death, degradation to the rank of thoſe unhappy 
« objects of moral guilt, whom they are accuſed of 


: 6 having e to render the inſtruments of their 
| e 6G EE 1 Plot. : 


you have bone an Hate nenn is worthy of every 
exection, and its importance to the world too great, to expect 
its accompliſhment without oppoſition. 

The Hiſtory of liberty, for whoſe ſake you are doomed to a 
long and unmericed exile, will afford in the preſent inſtance, 
that Conſolation, that former martyrs to the ſame cauſe have 


experienced: the conſolation, that you will — you cannct, ſuffer 


in vain. 

Men may periſh, but truth will prevail; neither verſecution, 
nor baniſhment, nor death itſelf, can finally injure the progreſs of 
_ thoſe principles which involve the general happineſs of Man. 

While therefore we join every friend to humanity in lamenting 
what you have already endured, and with anxious hearts, anticipate 

the perils to which you may be expoſed in a barren and uncultivated 
country; yet we can rejoice that the ſources of happineſs are 
limited to no place, but are as extenſive as the dominion of Gop z 

under the protection of that Garar Be, may you at all times, 
and in all places, feel the one that ariſes from Walen 


Integrity. 


Fellow Citizens, we aſſure you that the memory of 2 your virus 
ſhall never be effaced from our breaſts; the cauſe for which you 
have ſtruggled, is a glorious cauſe, the world that has witneſſed 

your exertions, ſhall witneſs ours alſe, | 
A full and fair repreſentation of the people of Great Britain, 
| we ſeek with all the ardour of men and Britons, for the ſake o- 

Which we are not only ready 7 a? with Vigeur cud Unenimity, but we 
mul, prepared alſo to Suffer with Conflanty. 
Our beſt wiſhes will ever attend you, and we do believe that 
the day is not very diſtant, when we ſhall again receive you on 
the Britiſh ee the welcome children of a FREE and HAPPY 
cov U | 


Ip Order of the Society, Ea . 


6 
414 


40 


40 
« 


+ 


60 


(e 
„ 


tn 


t plot, There « can be no compromite between im : 
© and honor, Their character muſt either be com- 
pletely blaſted, or completely vindicated. Juſtice, 
ſpeedy, miblic, and ſubſtantial juſtice, is the prayer 
which to you, your petitioners prefer in the deepeſt 
earneſtnels of their ſouls, Let their trials immedi- 
ately proceed, They ſcorn to ſolicit delay by having 
recourſe to profeſſional forms, and intricacies. To 
the faith, and to the honor of thoſe gentlemen whom 
the conſlitution of this land may have appointed 
Judges, they commit their character, as gentlemen 
which no deed of their's has hitherto forfeited, and 


„their honor (which with the exception of this indi- 
vidual inſtance) no whiſper of maleyolence has hi- 


therto attempted to ſully,—Juſtice likewiſe aids them 


in another requeſt ; they ſolemnly aver, and under- 


take at their higheſt peril, to prove that their accuſer | 
Patrick Cam»bell, with regard to them, muſt be the 
principal conſpirator. That with motives black, and 
malignant; by promiſes; by bribes, by threats, and 
by torture, he has attempted to extort evidence 
againſt them, from men on whom the laws, and opi- 
nion of the world, have impoſed the brand of igno- 
miny. They mean without delay to inſtitute a cri- 


minal charge againſt him for) ſubornation of perjury, | 


in order to deprive them of their characters, and 


lives; and that this man may not evade juſtice they _ 


think themſelves obliged to demand his immediate 


arreſt, until ſuch time as his trial 10 have con - 


cluded. | 
« May they venture to hint, hes few th 1 en 
gaged ſo much the attention of the nation, and of the 
legillature as their own; the publicity of their ſitua- 
tion greatly adds: to e aumieey, that every cir- 

e | N cumſtance 5 


1 


ec eunflunes relating to their conduct; ſhould. be he 1 


« nutely and ſeverely inveſtigated, . 
« If in this mode of application there be any impro- 


„ priety, they are perſuaded that the candour of your 
„ Excellency, will impute it to the anxiety reſulting 


« from their ſituation, and to the ignorance of the 
“ proper mode of proceeding U under the RU of 
0 * the ſettlement, 
| 0 We are with due relpect, 
% Your Excellencys | 
« Moſt obedient, moſt humble Sem | 


„ THOMAS FYSHE PALMER.” 
„ WILLIAM SKIR VING.” 


5 'To which petition the Alber anlwer v was addref- 
8 fe to me e the ſame day: a 0 | 


"I 2 26th Ot. 1796 | 
ths | 

4 The 3 you oh brought to Se 
40 gentlemen of the colony, will enſure you every in- 

e qulgence, that in your unfortunate ſituation can be 
4 conſiſtently granted; but as it is abſolutely requiſite 
« for the good order and tranquillity of this place, that 
„you avoid on all occaſions a recital of thoſe politicks 
« which have produced to you the miſeries, a man of 


your fegling and abilities, mult at this time undergo, 


« hope I need not ſay more, than, that it is incumbent 
« on me to be watchful over your conduct in this par- 
« ticular, -Circumſitanced as I am, you may readily 
« conceive that 4 ſhall be eaſily alarmed; and as your 
comfort in the colony entirely depends on your own. 


2 2 1 hope you will never give me caule to alter 
"mp 


4 


1 my preſent intentions towards you. The letter 3 you = 
„ have juſt ſent, I cannot but conſider as a very in- 


« auſpicious beginning. The money you ſtate to have 
40 paid to Captain Campbell, in addition to the uſual 


„ allowance for tranſporting perſons to this country; 


cannot at all alter the conditions of your baniſhment. 


„ Yourſelf and your ſervices are aſſigned to my care, 
„e with the other convicts ſent out for the purpoſe of 
„ cultivating the country; and it is but fair J ſhould 
inform you that you are no otherwiſe particularized 
. to me, than as much as has been ought e v6 to 
excite my vigilance, | 


| Lam, Sir, | 
*« Your obedient Servant, ke. E 
(Signed) „ FRANCIS GROSE,” 
„ Mr. T. F. Palmer, | 
« Surpriſe Tranſport,” 


| Things now began to take a very different turn, there 


was no reſiſting the weight of evidence contained in 

my letters of recommendation. In many of theſe, from 
people of the firſt character and ſituation, I was deſeri- 

bed as the very reverſe of what Campbell had repre- 


ſented me, and virtues dwelt upon, of which it be- 


comes me to be ſilent. I was releaſed from confine- 


ment by the Governor's order, and ſoon after received : 
a viſit from an officer ſent by him, with the moſt oblig- 
ing expreſſions, and had liberty to go on ſhore as often 


as 1 liked till a houſe could be provided for me. 
We had heard from no mean authority that ſervitude _ 


was claimed, from thoſe not judicially ſentenced to it, 


under the pretence of making amends to government, 
for the — incurred by palſage and maintenance. 


Government 


endeavours to exalt Margarot and depreciate us. 


„ 


7 1 paid wy each for a cabin * for Ba- | 
| ker, the Doctor, and free ſettlers, To obviate, there - 


fore, the foregoing objection, we paid 4ol. each. Our 
ſentences imply no ſervices, they are not hinted at; 
the Scotch Judges declared on the Bench of Juſtice that 


, our ſentences were fulfilled by our arrival at New 
South Wales, when ſo far from ſervitude being exacted 
we ſhould be declared at liberty to go to any part of 


the world we thought proper, excepting Great Britain, 
and they gave it as their opinion that we were entitled | 
to ſuch liberty, | oh 

Notwithſtanding this Jealarndion, it ſhould ſeem, that 


| the Governor of New-South Wales was inſtructed that 
ourſelves and ſervices were adjudged to him, for the 


purpoſe of cultivating the land vant the een of ; 
our {entence. 

By the firm tone of our | petition 1 the weight, 
poſſibly, of our perſonal characters; and ſomewhat alſo 
from the circumſtances of Major Groſe, the Lieutenant 
| Governor, being to leave the country by the firſt ſhip, 
and not wiſhing to embroil himſelf in political matters, 


all idea of our trial was ſoon given up. We had houſes 


appointed to us contiguous to each other, and myſelf, 
Skirving, and Mr. Mair, have no cauſe to complain of 


any want of civility, or attention, Our own trial, or 


that of Campbell is not to be expected in this place. | 
I have been buſied in getting the depoſitions of my 


witneſſes; a thing not very eaſy; for till very lately, I 
could find no magiſtrate who choſe to take them: here 


alſo Margarot has ſhewn his conſiſtency by endeavour- 
ing to terrify ſome perſons from giving their teſtimony, 
Margarot is very intimate with Campbell, and has re- 

ceived ſome very conſiderable pręſents from him. At 
the Governor's table, and in all companies, Campbell 


The 


1 
Tune moſt improbable calumnies of me, of views abhor- 
rent from my nature, he is every where inventing and 
circulating. Thoſe who know me will ſmile when they 
hear among other vices, that I am accuſed by this man 
| | of ſwearing and pride. His perpetual praiſes of Marga» 
= Tot have been of little ſtead, for even at New n 5 
Wales vices like his are held in execration, 7 


| THOMAS FYSHE PALMER, 


 Syaney, New South Wales, 
LS 
euro, 

8 


END OF THE NARRATIVE; = 


APPENDIX. 


NUMBER 1 


5 The Dep tion of James Thompron, Surgeon en | bear * 
| _ the Surpriſe e, t. | 


5 Tir Den 8 chat on the 27th of May the 
1 day previous to Mr. M' Pherſon's (the firſt mate) 
_ confinement, John Grant a convict for forgery acquaint- 

end him, that there was a conſpiracy to take the ſhip, 
which John Dougall, the Boatſwain who was ſtanding 
by, confirmed, ſaying that he had overheard the con- 
victs under the grating talk of ſuch a thing. On which 
te declarant obſerved they were wrong to keep fuch a 
thing a ſecret. That the next night ſome ſoldiers (he 
believes Barton, Neale, and M'Lean) were put in irons 
| for not taking care of a barrel of Porter committed to 
their charge. | 
That Reddiſh informed Campbell that as they were 
paaſling to their births he heard them mutter, they were 
| fools to allow themſelves to be ſo uſed, and that they 


would right themſelves ſoon, That the next day the 


firſt mate, M'Pherſon, was put in confinement for 
[ wo that had 8 as 3 oledged, between 
H N hem 


them in the round-houſe, The declarant affirms that 
Campbell and M'Pherſon had long been on bad terms, 
owing, as he underſtood, to the latter taking in ill part 
the deficiency of wine and ſtores, for ſo long a voyage, 
M'Pherſon having declared to him that there yere only 
thirty-three dozen of wine on board, | 
That Campbell accuſed M'Pherſon to the declarant | 
| of being a party in the pretended mutiny. That the 
=. declarant pleaded with Campbell, againſt the likelihood 
of this from M'Pherſon's character. To which Camp- 
bell replied, it was his character that made it probable, 
Captain March having given to Campbell a bad character . 
of him. | 
That on Monday morning the declarant was 5 ſurpriſed | 
to ſce Campbell walking the deck with a ſword. and that 
he then acquainted him he had diſcovered more of the 
mutiny, and that people were concerned in it he little 
ſuſpected. Soon after he called the declarant into the 
round-houſe, and told him that Mr, Palmer was the 
chief ring-leader in the mutiny, and that preſently 
he ſhould know more, adding that Draper had told 
him the whole plan. Soon after this, Draper was 
called into the round-houle, and in the hearing of the 
declarant, accuſed Mr. Palmer and Skirving, of agree · 
ing with him to ſeize the ſhip, On the declarant ex- 
. prefling his aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe at what he heard, 
P. Campbell informed him that he had known of it two 
or three days ago, and that Mr, Margarot had informed 
him of it the night before, and bade him beware of the 
Old Man below, meaning, as Campbell ſaid, Mr. Pal- 
mer. Information coming from ſuch a quarter, from 
the fellow-ſufterer and companion of Mr. Palmer, who WD 
| was with him on all occalions, he was obliged to give 
_ credit to it, Campbell he affirms was telling him every 
day, that proofs of Mr. Palmer's , were eming out 


ny" — and . | 
| That „ 


6 1 


That -— ordered the Soldiers who aus 
deſerters to be flogged on the accuſation of Draper, he 
ſaying that they were delivered to him as convicts, and 
that he had ſuch authority. That Page called Mr. 
Thompſon, Patullo, Baker, and Pearce, with Camphell, 
to conſult what was to be done. That Page propoſed that 
Mr. Palmer and Skirving ſhould be kept on two-thirds 
ol their allowance, and that Mr, Boſton ſhould be ſent 
home with his family for his Jacobin principles. Camp» 
bell was for the laſt, but was over - ruled. It was agreed 
that Mr. Skirving and Palmer ſhould be kept in claſe 


confinement. I hat the declarant believed in the truth 


: of this mutiny plot till about the time that he arrived at 


= Rio, when the improbability of it more and. more ſtruck 


him; ſuch as there being only one original witneſs, and 
the reſt dropping in one by one afterwards, - The de: 
_ clarant affirms, that he never was ſhewa the depoſitions | 
of many of the witneſſes,” although he aſked for them, 
nor was he permitted to fee the Log Book, nor the 
declaration of Grant, which conſiſted of many folio 
ſheets, being a journal of every thing he could pick up 
_ againſt the accuſed, as once he accidentally read the 
| beginning of this declaration, as follows: „The depoſi- 
« tion of John Grant who keeps a regular Journal of 
6 exery thing that-happens on board.“ 
le affirms that Mr. Palmer and Skirving were denied 
a copy of their warrant of commitment and depoſitions 
_ againſt them on the zd of June, and that Mr. Palmer 
was denied the ſame on a demand made by him for them, 
for himſelf and all his fellow priſoners in the ſame pre- 
dicament, which refuſal was, grounded on Mr, Marga- 
rot is aſſurance to Campbell and Baker that ſuch demand + 
ua, illegal. The declarant affirms that the above- 
mentioned Patrick Campbell, Maſter of the Surpriſe, 
. in habits of the greatelljnfimacy with Draper, 
EL = 


5 REY) 


| Orant, Reddiſh, and Margarot, that he b with 


them upn all ccenlions, and eſpecially with Margarot, 4 


who ſeemed his chief adviſer. Z 
He depones that he lived in continual anxiety 1 
terror from the plots and conſpiracies that were daily 
hatching and contriving on board the ſhip, when trai- 


tors and conſpirators againſt the life and honor of others 


| were openly careſſed and encouraged, that well know- | 
ing that no courage or innocence could defend from a 
falſe accuſer, the deponent ſpoke to few but on buſineſs, 

_ andrarely 0 upon deck but to exerciſe his 8 5 

\ feſſion. 

And that this is che truth, the © deponent teſtifies by his 

7 ſubſoription. N 1 

25 Jas. THOMPSON. 
Sworn before me this 12th 

_— of F r, 1794. | | 
GEO. JOHNSTON. | 

= 4. Þo 


Stdney, V. South Wales, Decr. g, 1794. 


The Depuſition of William P atullo, Enſign of the New 
South Wales Corps, againſt Patrick Campbell, 
"—__ of the ** 7 . ; 


THE Deponent Williain Paratlo affirms n 
Barton one of the Soldiers belonging to the New South ; 
Wales Corps, being on duty one day as Centinel in the 


* 6 J | 
ſaid MG was — by a Maſtiff . to patrick | 
Campbell, Maſter of the Surpriſe tranſport; and that 
again in the evening of the ſame day, being again Cen- 
tinel, he was again attacked on his poſt by the ſame 
Dog, which bit through his jacket and ſhirt into his 
fleſh. That the ſaid Alexr, Barton upon this pointed 
his Bayonet to the Dog and wounded him in his mouth, 
The aforeſaid Patrick Campbell ſoon after coming up to 
this ſoldier ſhook his fiſt in his face, and threatened 
violence; and immediately by his on authority, con- 
trary to the opinion and remonſtrance of the deponent, 
though commanding officer over Alexr. Barton, ordered 
him into irons, That Patrick Campbell denied that 
the deponent, though commanding officer over Alexr. 
Barton, had any authority or juriſdiction over him, 
and that all authority and juriſdiction ſolely belonged to 
him, Patrick Campbell. That the deponent, however, 
thinking that the puniſhment of Alexr. Barton for 
merely the attempt of defending himſelf from injury 


W“.,as unreaſonable and ſevere, ordered him out of irons, 


On this the deponent affirms, that the above-mentioned 
Patrick Campbell abuſed him in the moſt unreaſonable 
terms, and told him he might as well take the command 
of the ſhip from him as that over A. Barton, That Pa- 
trick Campbell told him at his peril to take any one out 
ol irons whom he ordered in, and that Joſeph Draper, 
| William Neale, W. Evans, Jas. M'Lean, W. Griffiths, 
and Alexr, Barton, being delivered as Priſoners to him, 

were under his authority ſolely, and not at all under 
that of the deponent; although the deponent, to con- 
vince him to the contrary, ſhewed Patrick Campbell his 


 Commiſlion and Warrant from the War: Office, to come 


on board and take the command of the Detachment of 


8 N. 8. Wales Corps on board the Surpriſe. 


The deponent aftirias that he never heard of any Bo 
wry or of any tendency to mutiny among the 


| Holdlers 


a 


Soldiers under his d although he had reports _ 
regularly given him, till either in the evening preced- 
ing the 2d of June, or the morning of the 2d of ſune, 
when he was informed by Patrick Campbell the Matter, 
that a mutiny was broken out in the ſhip. He affirms 

that the ſaid Patrick Campbell, preceding the 2d of 
June, made ſeveral viſits to the Commodore Capt. 


Rainier, to inform him concerning this pretended mu- 


tiny, but never told the deponent why he viſited Capt. 
\ Rainier, nor offered to take the deponent with him 
(though he took with him V/m. Baker Superintendant 
of the Convicts) but kept him InP and ſubtilly in the OE 
dark. | 
The deponent affirms, that in the abſence of Patrick | 
Campbell, he put Joſeph Draper in irons, when the 
| ſhip lay at Rio de Janeiro for a burglary and robbery, 
proved by competent witneſſes to have been committed 
by him at that time. At which Campbell, when he 
came on board, was exceedingly enraged; and by the 
authority which he pretended to be inveſted with (but 
which the deponent now thinks uſurped and unfounded) 
relegſed the ſaid Jos. Draper from his irons, in ſpite of 
the remonſtrance of the deponent, who told P. Camp- 
bell that he would not give his ſanction to Drapers 
releaſement. On which P. Campbell anſwered, + I'l] 
be d— if I care, I will do it without your 4 con · 
„ fent.“ | 
"hs nr affirms that Sw: ms after he 1 was 
again applied to by Corporal Ferrol and Reddiſh to con- 
fine ſoleph Draper for having threatened to take away 
their lives, and that ſoon after this Joſeph Draper, who 
as being a priſoner, was locked up at 8 o'clock in the 
evening, diſguiſed himſelf in the eloaths of Jas, Kelly, 
a ſoldier, and about the 12 o'clock watch at midnight, 
on the 2d of Auguſt, came upon-quarter deck, attempt- 


ed to wreſt the Wn aut of the hand of George Pit 
who. | 


= 1's 1] 
who was then centinel there, and that after converſing 
with John Grant, he made off to his ownptce. For which 
offence the deponent inſiſted on his being put in double 
irons; and the ſame was done, But at the earneſt ap- 
plication of Patrick Campbell ſome time after, who ſaid 
he had a great deal of cloaths which he wanted to be 
made by Joſeph Draper (a taylor by trade) he con- 
| ſented to his releaſement, The deponent affirms that 
the ſaid P. Campbell was upon terms of intimacy with 
this Jos. Draper, as alſo with John Grant a convict for 
forgery whom he made confidentia) friend and lecre- 
_tary, 
The deponent e that when he reflected that 
men of reſpectable character (having many years known 
Mr. Palmer to be of that deſcription) were accuſed by 
one witneſs only, and on the infamous life of Draper who 
Was the only original witneſs againſt them, he doubted 
of the truth of their alledged guilt; and on farther re- 
flection and enquiry he became convineel of their entire 
Innocence, 
The deponent affirms that theſe rellections and the 
| ſham plots and pretended conſpiracies, which he law 
carrying on in the ſhip, by which the moſt innocent 
man might forfeit every thing dear to him, made his 
life very unhappy. He ſeldom appeared on deck, and 
Vas fearful of ſpeaking to any, well knowing the trea- 


"20 ory! ning enn with which he was ſurrounded. 


WILLIAM PATT VLLO, 


Sworn 1 me this fifreenth 
day of Deer. One thouſand 
even hundred & ninety: four. 

| W. PATERSON, o 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER III. 


Port Jackſon, N. S. Wales, Nov. 194 1794. E | 

die Declaration of Corporal Ryan, of the N. 8. Wales - 
e . 

THE bene aden that he waited particularly on 1 


| Meſlrs, Palmer, Skirving, and Muir, that he has ſeen 
them at all times, upon all occaſions, that he had every 


opportunity of hearing their converſations, that his bed 


was under their's, and that he never heard converſation 
which in the leaſt degree could indicate any plot in 

meditation. And that he never perceived them conſult- 
ing with, or holding ſecret conferences with any of the 


ſoldiers or convicts. That after the diſcovery of this 


| pretended plot, the declarant remembers to have heard 
Joſeph Draper alias Sutherland ſay, that for what he 


had done, Campbell was to give now his . and 


take him home with him. 5 
That while the declarant acted as n on board ; 
the Surpriſe, he received from Campbell the following 


orders: That if any of the priſoners accuſed of the plot 9 - 
who were loaded with double irons, having a chain 


_ paſſing through them, ſhould make the ſmalleſt noiſe, 

or rattle a link of their chain in the ſmalleſt degree, he 
was to caule the centinels under his command immedi- 
ately to fire down and blow out their brains, | 


Q "©: 


tn 1 


| nerd hav of e ed, b we N | 


| plotting which he diſcovered in the ſhip againſt people 
Whom he firmly believed to be innocent of any evil 
_ deſign, he was in « ſtate of continual terror, leſt it ſhould 
full to his turn to be ineloſed in the ſame groundlefs ac- 
cuſation : more eſpecially as he is convinced from his 
5 conflitution being impaired by long ſervices in the army, 
in many campaigns, in different climates, he could not 
| have long ſurvived the being put in irons, than which 
there was nothing more common upon the moſt 8 
oecaſtons. | 
| And r bs wut the declarant rfifis by bi 


2 1 11 Wh. 


| | The Declaration Fl — Pitt, C the New South 
* . | 1 % 


| Port 190 0 §. Water, "News, 18, 1794. 
TH declarant affirm that excepting the three firſt 
days of the confinement of Meſſrs, Palmer and Skirving 


on board the Surpriſe, he was Wee with the reſt of 
5 0 N ths 


169 


the ſoldiers in the ** place allotted to them that 5 e 
has the moſt certain conviction that if any plot had been 
meditated, ſpoken of, or tampering with the ſoldiers or 
convicts practiſed, it could not have eſcaped his know- 
ledge, as he had an opportunity of witneſling their be- 
haviour, and hearing their converſation at all moments, 
but that neither their conduct nor their language could 
convey the moſt remote indication of any ſuch deſign, 
That he knows theſe gentlemen fed Samuel Reddim 
alias Canning at their own table, and that their condua 
in every reſpect was that open unguarded conduet 
which maniteſts minds not brooking in others the leaſt 
ſuſpicion: of evil deſign, - That Reddiſh allas Canning 
was the Serjeant of the detachment, and that the decla- 
rant frequently demanded of this perſon his opinion of 
thoſe gentlemen, as from his ſituation he had better 
acceſs to them, and conſequently of forming a more 
accurate opinion. With regard to Mr. Pelmer he ex - 


preſſed his ſenſe of his abilities, and of the Arength and 


ſoundnefs of his judgment. Of Mr. Skirving's opinion 


on political matters he could not ſpeak, as he declared : £ 
Mr, Skirving uniformly declined entering into conver- ay 


ſation on ſuch topics. But he ſtated that Mr. Skirving 
was a man extremely religious, ſpoke much on the ſub- 

jea of religion, and upon that account he deemed Mr. 
Skirving, however ſenſible and well informed in other 

reſpects, to be a bigot. That upon the Monday when 
— declarant was ordered in the courſe of his duty, to 
attend upon Draper, Evans, &c. as one of the guard, 
he never was more amazed than to hear that Mr, Pal- 
mer and Skirving were accuſed, That while he was 
there, he ſaw Barton, M'Lean, Neale, and Gilthorpe 
tied up and receive a number of laſhes ; that the three 


- firſt uniformly maintained their innocency with the : 


moſt ſolemn proteſtations; that during the courſe of 
E | = : a. 


| | 1 6 9 
= as laflifion of their puniſhment, Campbel} and Page 
repeatedly told him that they ſhould be untied, and 
their liberty granted them, if they made a, full confeſ- 
ſion. But on the contrary if they did not, that what 
they now ſuffered was only the commencement of their 


| puniſhment, and that the ſame ſhould be inflicted every 


Monday morning, until ſuch time as they ſhould be 
hanged up at the yard's arm, That Gilthorpe the con- 
Vvict cook, was the laſt tied up; that during the firſt 

_ dozen laſhes, he perſiſted, in avowing his innocency z 

that while they were proceeding to inflict another 

© dozen, he deſired to ſpeak with the Captain; that he 

Vas immediately carried into the round- -houle, and 
after remaining a 'ſhort time there, his irons were jy 

| knocked off, and he was ſet at liberty, 

That upon the Tueſday, M'Lean, n Caſſwell, 
and Griffiths, were placed upon the poop, hand · cuffed 
and loaded with double leg-irons; that from the heavi- 

nneſs and tightneſs of their irons, they were unable to 
js walk, and were obliged to be. carried along the deck, 
and lifted on the poop, and that independently of the 

irons they already had, a heavy chain faſtened to a 

ſtaple on the poop, at one end, was run through their 
| irons ; and faſtened at the other end in the round-houſe. 
That upon the ſucceeding day, which was the King's 


1 birth - day, the declarant from eight in the evening till 
twelve, was placed as centinel on the priſoners, and be 


is poſitive in his remembrance of the following order | 
| which he received from Campbell, as he committed it 
to writing in his journal while it was freſh in his re. 
membrance, „Mind I order you, that if any of theſe © 
, raſcals“ (pointing to them on the poop) “ ſhould ſtir, 
« or ſhould move a ſingle link of their chain, or ſhould 
4. groan, run them through the body, and I ſhall know 


. nene 
g 12 — 


is. 
—— — I 9 -— -v 
by 


Cl 8 
—————— — 


& blow out your brains.“ Uttering theſe words he 1 


clapped his hands on his breeches pockets in which a 


pair of piſtols were viſible. And the declarant further | 


affirms, that he has repeatedly heard Campbell threat- 


ening the priſoners who were in irons, with hanging 


them if they would not confeſs, but promiſing a miti- 


gation if they did, And the declarant farther afirms, | 

that in common with the other centinel he received aan 
order not to permit the ſmalleſt intercourſe between 

Meſſra. Palmer and Skirving and any other perlons in 
the ſhip excepting Baker, the Serjeant, and the officex 


upon deck ; that repeated complaints were almoſt daily 


brought againſt the centinels for negle of duty in this 
particular. And that he the declarant was accuſed by 
Campbell of the ſame, and that he thought it neceſſary 
to vindicate himſelf to the Serjeant as his immediate 
ſuperior, That he ſtated it was impoſſible for him to 
cauſe Mr. Palmer to keep ſilence, and equally impoſſi» 


ble to prevent people from replying to his queſtions; 


but that he conſidered it as his duty the moment he : 
perceived ſecret or illicit converſation to adopt every 


proper meaſure to prevent it. To which Reddiſh re- 


| plied, G=—d d—n him he muſt hold his tongue, 
to which he aſked how he was to make him do it, 
 Reddiſh anſwered, if he will not obey you, G-——d 


d — I him knock his teeth down his throat with the 


pummel of your ſword. 


And the declarant knows well that IR the OY 


men had removed from the ſoldiers” place, when 
Reddiſh ceaſed to eat at their tahle, chat he had no 
more allowance than the ration of a common ſoldier, Þ|Þ 
but after this plot was ſaid to have been diſcovered, he 


had with regard to food whatever he pleaſed to aſk 


| from the cook, whe prepared the dinner for —_ 


1 ts he ns 


de under no reſtrictions in quantity, as independantly 


of his own conſumption, he had as much as he pleaſed 
to beſtow upon thofe around him. Further the declarant 


| knows, that John Grant a convict for forgery ſupport. 


ed by the charity of theſe Genttemen, was preciſely in 


; : the lame predicament with Reddiſh after they had left 
5 the ſoldiers' place, and that after the diſcovery of this 


pretended plot, he had the fame indulgencies with this 
ſuperior mark of diſtintion, that he dined with the 


. officer upon deck, and the dinner was directly ſent 


from the cabin table, prior to Mr. Muir's dinner, wo 


3 dined by himſelf in his cabin on the quarter deck, 


He further affirms, that from his own know led 
the many ſham plots and conſpiracies, which had | | 
raiſed againſt perſons, ſome of whom he knew to be 


1 innocent, and others whom be had ſtrong reaſons for 


ſuppoſing ſo, that the declarant was kept in caontinug} 


= terror, and thought his life to be in greater danger than 


in all the battles and campaigns in which, during the 
_ courſe of twenty years, he had ſerved his King and 


7” Country. 


| And that this bs truck che clarnt tlifs by hy 


: _ GEO, A. PITT, 


5 | Sworn before meth 4th Day of 


— Docomber, 1794 ET, 
„ Ty. 


NUMBER A 


New South Won Port Techn, Nev. w 5 


The. Deelavetion bs John Stirling. 


TE declarant affirms, that juſt after the confine- | 
ment of Mr, Palmer and Skirving, he was called into 


the round-houſe, and told, if he would ſay that he 


heard Mr. Palmer and Skirving engage with Caſſwell 
ta ſeize the ſhip, and carry her into ſome foreign port, 


and if he would further ſay, that they perſuaded him 


to engage in the ſame mutiny, and likewiſe ſay, that the _ 
ten guineas Mr, Palmer ſaid he was robbed of, he gave 
to William Caſſwell and Draper, to carry on the mutiny, 
he ſhould have given him ſeven yards of printed cotton, 

a ruffled ſhirt, a ſtriped waiſtcoat piece, and many 


other articles of wearing apparel, and the things were 


| laying upon the table, which the declarant refuſed, 


ſaying, that he could not fay any thing of the kind, 


as he had never heard Mr. Palmer or Skirving mention 
ſuch a ſubject to him, or any one elſe, And the decla- 
rant further affirms, that he was often preſſed to take 


the things, and ſay as he was deſired, but on his po- 
ſitively refuſing, he was threatened to have his brains 
blown out with a pair of piſtols that lay on the table 


before him. And on his ftill denying to ſay any ſuch 


thing, he was told that he ſhould be put in irons. 


And the declarant further affirms, that theſe ſolici- 
tations were frequently repeated, offering him equal 
rewards, and to give him money when he arrived at 


Port Jackſon, and that he always refuſed them, 


oþ Ana | 


(7 ” 


uu the declirant further affirms, that, inom:hs: has | 
=: been on ſhore, on the 22d day of November, he aſked 
Draper if he had got any of the ſine things that. had been 
promiſed him, he ſaid no, he could not expect much 
| now for telling lies, for every word he had ſaid "nh 5 
Mir. Palmer and Skirving were lies, as well as again 
the reſt, for neither Mr. Palmer or Skirving, or any py 


one elſe, had ever, mentioned ſuch a ſubje; 40, him, or 
he to them. 


And that this 1 is the truth, the declarant 1 


0 teſtifies by his en n | 

Jon STIRLING; 

; "Owe beftirs:me this zoth Day: : 
i of November, 17 %%% EIn 

er - GEO. JOHNSTON, 


_ — — 2 12 5 — . 


= The Declaration of George Grifith of the . §. Wales ; 
| Corps. | 1 
THE declarant affirms, that the ab. 
regard to the pretended plot, as Zaluſt A. Tren Jahn 
 M'Lean, and Wm. Caſſwell, w N im. 
That he had never any * — en | 


| ſuch a | plavy's and that he never derbe 


3 


. §. 2 2 Nov. 24. 10. | 


| t | 
| ddnverſation of any kind 2 Palmer or Skirving, b 
That when he was ordered upon deck, and put in irons, 
he aſked. what he had done; upon which Campbelt 
anſwered him, pulling at the ſame time a piſtol from his 
1 and preſenting it to the declarant, « You Raſ. 
cal, if you ſpeak a word I will blow out your brains.” - 
That his treatment (whipping excepted) with regard to 
his irons, his being chained on the poop, his provifions, 5 
and his drink, was preciſely the ſame as Barton, | 
_ M'Lean, and Caſwell experienced. That when he =. nl 
was brought before Mr. Page, Enſign Pattuflo, Serjeant | 
Baker, and Campbell, who conſtituted, as they affirmed, 
a court martial, the declarent heard no perſon whinzgver Þþ#| 
exhibit a charge againſt him; and he is convineed that 
he ſuffered all that be did ſuffer, merely, becauſe he 
would not confeſs a falſchood, That hy Necks : 
was liberated from his irons after ke had be confined 


about a fortnight, ur 0 Ho duty as 
a ſoldier, — = the 
- That from the me „ 


he lived in a ſtare of contin 
open his mouth to any * on the } non” MY 
ſubject. >» . 
| | And that this is oe the dclran nde by his | 
| 3 nis 5 
GEO. * onirrru. | 


Sworn before me this 4 
of — 1794. 


CkO. > JonNsTOR. E -- 
J. . 
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